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The Friends of Tom Baker 


Dear Friends, 
You're going to love this little book. 


We have only one request -- or rather, one statement — to make. These transcripts 
were a labor of love....but we don't want to underemphasize the word LABOR in 
that. You can see for yourselves that this took time, energy and dedication to 
produce. There's a reason we're blowing our own horn over this, which is about to be 
revealed. 


Transcripts, though not copyright, are the result of many long hours of work. 
Therefore, we must insist that these are NOT for reproduction or publication in 
whole or in part without the specific written consent of The Friends of Tom Baker. 
So, if word comes to us that such reproduction has occurred, we shall consider it 
grounds for termination of membership. 


Heavy-handed, huh? But try doing this sometime if you want to understand our 
viewpoint. We're sure you'll agree it's really only fair. 


We're currently at work on transcripts from the Chicago Con in July because the 
response to this project was so staggering. And of course we're already assigning 
taping & typing duties in anticipation of Boston and Chicago: 

Meanwhile, enjoy the pages of wisdom, humor and insight you're about to partake of. 


And thanks for your interest....and for your understanding and cooperation on the 
issue of reproduction rights. 


Friends, 


Ld, 


Linda Mallory 
THE FRIENDS OF TOM BAKER 
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TOM BAKER -- PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA -- Friday, May 27, 1983 8:00 pm 


Mr. Baker received a boisterous, minute-long standing ovation as he entered the 
room and took the stage. For a few moments after the applause died down, he 
fidgeted with the microphone and looked around nervously. Then..... 


TOM: 


TOM: 


10) eee er (thunderous applause greets Mr. Baker's first word.) 


Do you think we could close the door in the back, please? This is not just 
for everybody..... 


Ladies and gentlemen, I feel....apprehensive. I have come so far to greet 
you, and some of you have come so far to see me, that I fear I may have 
raised expectations that I cannot fulfill. However, my anxiety is slightly 
allayed by the letters I receive from America which assure me that I am 
welcome here..... (applause). Some of the letters have even implored me to 
come. And so here I am. 


And suddenly my anxiety has vanished....maybe I was wrong there, because it's 
suddenly come back. And it's come back because the man standing here before 
you is Tom Baker, an actor, and nobody in this room -- nobody in this city -- 
perhaps nobody in the entire state of California -- knows Tom Baker. I don't 
even know Tom Baker. And if I did know Tom Baker I should probably run 
away.....SsO you have to be patient. 


I have come across the character of Doctor Who several times, as you know, 
and I would like to outline briefly what that character meant to me, or how 
he was supposed to be received by you. And then we can talk a little more. 
Now the character of Doctor Who is an alien character. That is the principal 
thing to keep in mind. And he comes from Gallifrey, in the constellation of 
Kasterborus, if he is to be believed....he has two hearts, and is nearly 700 
years old, if he is to be believed. He travels through time and space in a 
TARDIS, which has the quality of transcendental dimensionalism, which means 
it's bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. That's a nice quality, 
that. Some people are like that. 


He is the sort of character who has a different view of things....a slightly 
curious angle on the experiences that befall him. He has a certain -- one 
might call them qualities. For example, he hates gratuitous violence, he is 
not greedy for money or power, he doesn't, curiously enough, become 
emotionally involved with other people. Or not too much, anyway....he has a 
knack of falling into strange adventures. And he also is -- curiously, 
considering his age -- rather innocent. Which means that he has a very large 
capacity to be surprised. And that's a nice quality too, I think. 


So what I would like to do really, having decided on that, I'd like to invite 
you to ask me questions, and I shall try, if I possibly can, to answer ANY 
question that you'd care to ask me about the series of Doctor Who, or about 
myself, if anybody knows anything about me. If anybody does know anything 


about me, I'd be very interested to hear it! So perhaps we should start the 
first questions. Yes? 


Why aren't you in the 20th Anniversary Special? 


Several people have asked me that. I can't really sensibly answer it. I was 
just so -- I was very busy last year when they were Shooting it working for 
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the Royal Shakespeare Company, and when the invitation came to renew my 
acquaintance with the programme, I felt curiously skittish, and slightly 
sick, and....nervous about going back. Rather like going back to an old 
lover or something, and I felt it just might be a mistake. And I think, 
also, I was possibly jealous that there were other people in it. Other 
incarnations of me. And somehow, I just -- I suppose I lost my nerve, 
really. So, no. Ask me another question. 


Did you ever call yourself Doctor Who, or just Doctor? 


I never referred to myself except as the Doctor, because -- some of you may 
not know, there's no one in this room except me old enough to remember -- the 
origin of Doctor Who is a joke. In the very first issue, the first 
programme, when he appeared on the scene, he said that -- his name, of 
course, is a chemical formula. And he said, *I'‘'m Doctor 
Uchimukurundurumtitsu,* and somebody said, "Doctor WHO??" And he said, 
"Forget it, just call me the Doctor." And that's how it happened, it was 
very simple, I guess, and the rest of us just became the Doctor. Yes? 


Why did you leave? 


Well.....that's a very good question. I wish I knew the answer to that. I 
wish I knew the logical answer to that. I don't know -- seven or eight years 
is a long time to stay with something, and I thought I'd better get out while 
I was still happy, and let someone else have a go at it. The curious thing 
about an actor's life is that as you hit some measure of popular success, you 
must consider moving on to something else. It's a necessary pressure on you, 
otherwise you get locked off in one area, and that's not good. Yes? 


What have you moved on to? 


I did Sherlock Holmes for the BBC last year. I was very excited to be asked 
to do Sherlock Holmes.‘ I'm sure a lot of you here are acquainted with the 
adventures of Sherlock Holmes, and I certainly am, and I've always enjoyed 
reading them, and when they asked me to play Holmes, I thought that would be 
areal lark. And so I said yes. And then I began to try to play him in The 
Hound of The Baskervilles, and I discovered that I didn't really like 
Sherlock Holmes at all. I think he's much more interesting in the books than 
he is in being enacted.- I mean, he's such a brute! He's so rude, he's such 
a know-all. He's so amazingly gifted. And suspiciously enough, I thought, 
this is a reference for those of you who do know anything about Sherlock 
Holmes -——- have you noticed that he has a distinct distaste for women? I 


didn't understand that bit at all. Apparently that section of the piece is 
very unconvincing. 


After Sherlock Holmes, I went on to play Oscar Wilde, and that was amusing to 
play. I found it easy to empathize with Wilde's taste for low life with high 
style, and his desire to please and amuse. And it's very easy for me to be 
sympathetic to his terrible tragedy at the end of his life. So I went from 
the exquisite Oscar Wilde to playing Long John Silver in Treasure Island. 


And that was some sort of a success, except that I discovered that I was very 
frightened of parrots. And during the play, I had to have a parrot on my 


shoulder all the time. And this was very nerve-racking. I mean, some people 
are frightened of boa constrictors, some people are frightened of spiders, 
some people are frightened of rattlesnakes, Sherlock Holmes was frightened of 
women....I'm not frightened of any of those things, not even boa 
constrictors. But I am terrified of parrots. So what would happen is, 
during the play, when I was supposed to be so frightening and terrifying as a 
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pirate, this parrot, on my left shoulder, would suddenly, right in the middle 
of a speech, it would lean right round, and it would go (long parrot 
whistle), and then it would peer right into my mouth! Now an actor, like 
anyone else, needs most of his faculties. He certainly needs his lips. I 
mean, one day I might get a romantic part. And I thought that perhaps this 
parrot might take my top lip off. In which case I'd be reduced to playing 
only smiling parts, or look like a failed knife-catcher. 


And then I went off to play, in London, Judge Brack in Ibsen's Hedda Gabler, 
with Susannah York. And that led to.a misunderstanding. By this times I'd 
been playing title roles, and when I got to sign the contract, I discovered I 
wasn't playing Hedda Gabler, but Susannah York was, and in fact I was playing 
scheming, blackmailing Judge. And she got very shirty that I wanted to play 
Hedda Gabler. But it was a very good time. It was a wonderful twelve weeks 
of sheer hell. I didn't find one point of agreement between Susannah York 
and me -- and she would say exactly the same. thing -- however, the play was a 
failure. And I have to live with that. 


Then I did a scientist in a modern television series. A modern scientist, 
terribly boring, called Doctor Ziegler. I don't know anything about that 
one. Ask me another question. 


During those years working with all those different women, which one did you 
like the best? 


I guessed that question might come up. And of course,- I'm too smart to 
answer that. Sometimes I thought it was one, sometimes I thought it was 
another. But I was always, myself, faintly at loggerheads with the office 
when it used to come to casting the so-called companion to Doctor. In fact, 
the people who cast in television and films, and indeed in the theatre, are 
fundamentally rather cautious people. And they see the characters in 
T-shaped form. And so the notion always was that the girl playing opposite 
the Doctor whould be some pretty sort of Pearl White number, who twisted her 
ankle whenever they wanted to separate them. I thought that that wasn't 
right. I thought we should have been wittier, and gone for someone 
generally, you know, more recognizable and less like something out of a 
magazine. So I can't say which one I liked best. 


How much of Tom Baker was in the Doctor? 


I don't think I can sensibly answer that. I mean, I just listed the 
qualities of the Doctor (pauses, clears his throat, audience laughs), 
especially that he was amazingly gifted. So I suppose the answer to that is 
there was none of me there, except my poor little body. yes? 


Do you have a preference between film, stage and television? 


The answer to that is, of course, I have a preference for the very best parts 
that are going first. But there is no doubt about it without being pious, 
because you must be very careful when you're listening to actors, because 
they are notorious liars, or at least notorious distorters. In that way 
they're like most people. However, there‘is no denying that to actually 
appear before a live audience, in a well-rehearsed production, is very 
thrilling, simply because of the danger of just trying to get it right once. 
And having to wait until the next performance if you get it wrong. 


How do you really feel about jelly babies? 


TOM: 


(pained) Oh, passionately. Yes? 
What's your favorite episode? 


Um.....I'm actually talking to people who know more about the continuity of 
the programme than I do. I have to confess to you that I didn't watch Doctor 
Who when I was in it. I found it far too frightening. But I did see 
occasionally some of the editing, and always regretted that there wasn't more 
time to improve it. So I don't know what my favorite episode is. You see, 
when I was working on the series, I was always working on four or six scripts 
Simultaneously. And sometimes people have said very kind things to me. 
They've said -- or they said -- or she said -- yes, come to think of it, it 
was one person -- and she said, “There was an air of spontaneity about your 
performance in Doctor Who. I mean, you really, genuinely, did look 
Surprised!" And so I gave this lady another bottle of wine, and what I 
omitted to tell her was that because we were on four or Six scripts at the 
same time, and I had a very efficient production assistant pointing me where 
to go, the reason why it looked spontaneous was that it WAS spontaneous, that 
I frequently didn't know what was happening. And that when I came through 
doors -- people would say "I like the way you came through that door so 
gently” -—— the reason I did that was because had I come through it normally, 
the set would have fallen down. So all sorts of things emerged from the 
programme which were the result of doing it on a budget of about fourpence, 
and also based largely on my misunderstandings, because I am not expert on 
science fiction, although I know something about science fantasy, which 
interests me much more. 


What was the origin of the sonic screwdriver? 


The origin of the sonic screwdriver was a scriptwriter's device, and used to 
often lead me into tremendous conflict with the writers. If we used to get 
to a door that needed opening on another planet, and it was impossible to 
open it, to show how clever the Doctor was, he would produce the sonic 
screwdriver, and get in. You all know that section. Now. Where the row 
used to start was, we'd be in there fiddling about, and suddenly the door 
would close, boom. And then, we'd have to get out quickly. And I would 
produce the sonic screwdriver (picks up a pen, point up) like that, (turns 
pen upside down) or like that -- sometimes I just used to look at it, like 
that -- and I always wanted to do something with it to a scriptwriter.... The 
reason I used to get angry was, the next sequence was that we couldn't 
escape! So that having come through the door tssst, like that, we're inside, 
door closes, boom, I produce sonic screwdriver, tssst -- it won't open! 
That's why I used to look at the sonic screwdriver like that. And then I 
would have to say the terrible line -— "Even the sonic screwdriver won't open 


this one." 


Aside from Doctor Who, are there any other movies we could see you in? 


Other movies. Yes, you could see me in Pasolini's The Canterbury Tales....you 
can see me entirely in that, if that's your taste and times being what they 


are! Dear Parents with Maria Schneider, or in The Golden Voyage of 
Sinbad...you might come across them. Oh yes, Nicholas and Alexandra. 
Do you have plans to do any work in the States? 

Well, I'm supposed to go to Los Angeles next week to have general, very 


general discussions with some people there about working in America or 
working for American producers in Europe. The current thing that's in the 


ihe 


TOM: 


air is for me to play Christopher Columbus for CBS and an Italian production 
company, but I haven't read the script yet, so that remains to be seen. 


How did you feel about working with K-9? 


You know, sometimes ‘you'll think the way I'm talking that there was total war 
going on at rehearsal -- and I think there probably WAS total war going on at 
rehearsal, because.... K-9 did really work quite well considering 
his...limitations. When people said it worked -- good -- and the 
relationship between the dog and me seemed acceptable, that sprang out of the 
fact that in rehearsal, the man who did the voiceover played the dog, and he 
scamped around on his hands and knees, and he was very nice to me, he was 
very funny and very loyal, and so anything that ever happened between the dog 
and me was -- on the set it was all right. But it was ferociously limited 
considering the cost. It couldn't run over a matchstick, and did you notice 
that every time I had to talk to it, see, if you were actually a camera now, 
the dog would say, oh, "Danger, Master," this is what would happen -- (Tom is 
Standing beside a table, and drops down to his hands and knees behind it, 
disappearing). “What is it, K-9?" 


It always had to be a tight two shot because the dog was so small. Listen, I 
really think we should get on with -- I don't know how many more questions we 
can take. I'd like to actually sign some pictures or something if you can 
Organize yourselves. I'd like to meet you a bit more and....(crowd on its 
feet, moves forward)...talk to you a bit more.... (Tom Wee gets behind the 
table. End of session one!) 


LES 


SATURDAY, MAY 28, 1983 1:00 pm 


Tom enters to another rousing, whooping, whistling, minute-long standing ovation! 
This morning he is prepared with his first words. 


TOM: 


Um....... (another ovation) 


I'm going to start actually by saying something terribly important that I 
think amazing. Ladies and gentlemen, there are actors, that I have met, who 
don't even like their fans. Now isn't that amazing? My dears, we live in an 
imperfect world. Actors who actually don't like their fans! Where would 
performers be without their supporters? 


Now, I'll make a confession to you. This is very important, so will the 
people in the back please keep very still....are you ready? I'11 tell you 
something. I don't like my fans. Shhh: I don't even love them. I ADORE 
THEM: (This elicits wild applause.) 


I haven't come from so far away not to tell you the truth. And I am here 
today to celebrate your kindness, and loyalty to the programme, I'm here to 
celebrate with you, and I am DELIGHTED to be here! 


Now before we start talking about the programme, or anything else that you 
want to talk to me about, assuming there may be somebody here who wants to 
talk to me about anything, I think we'd better do a very swift -- in order to 
head off the very obvious questions — a swift resume’ of the character that 
brought us here...Doctor Who. The main thing I hope we'll all agree on is 
that he is an alien. That's important. Now the thing is that the alien 
quality cannot be stressed too much. When I was asked to go to The National 
Theatre of Great Britain, as the title goes, I was actually in the ancient 
city of York, in a revue, playing a dog called Clint. For which I received 
an award. Now, playing this dog for several weeks, and in a very late night 
show, in an ancient city like York, it began to impinge upon me. And I began 
to do things like feel an impulse th chase passing cyclists....and if anybody 
said anything terribly nice to me, or stroked me, I started to actually find 
myself going (pant pant pant). So I thought it was time for me to play 
another part. And just at that time, as the stories go, a scout for The 
National Theatre saw this performance of Clint. And when he saw me, he asked 
me to come round and meet Sir Laurence Olivier at The National Theatre. And 
I met Laurence Olivier, and he was kind, and sentimental, and he asked me to 
join The National Theatre. And then I thought, I really had arrived. And 
after a few weeks there, while one fitted in and started taking understudy 
parts, and rehearsing bits and pieces of things, suddenly I was sent for at 
the headquarters of National Theatre, and they said, "Tom -- we're doing a 
new production of Don Quixote...." and my heart ricocheted in my chest, and I 
thought of Don Quixote, and windmills, and romantic love at last, and I 
simply could hardly stand steady. And I said, "Don Quixote?? I -- I can 
scarcely believe it!" And they said, “Believe what?" And I said, "That -- 
I'm to play Don Quixote!" And the man ~-- he looked very hot in the face, and 
said, "I'm sorry to mislead you...we want you to play his horse!" (More 
laughter from the audience.) And then it began to dawn on me, Since I was 
playing the whole horse, that perhaps there was something alien in my 
personality that might lead somewhere....interesting. 


After a few weeks of rehearsing the part of Rosinante -- by the way, as you 
know, Don Quixote's horse was a clapped-out old jade. So I wasn't just 
playing any old clapped-out old stallion, I actually was playing a jade -- 
this began to stamp on me. And then my friends began to look alarmed in 
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various places like pubs, or hotels, or railway stations, that I would 
suddenly find myself, quite innocently, standing -- say, like this waiting 
for a bus or a drink -- I'd suddenly find myself going....(Tom makes a sound 
which can only be described as a horse whuffle, but for which there is no 
adequate transcription!) Which, uh -- well, it was possible, I mean London 
is actually PACKED with people going (horse whuffle again!) But then I began 
to notice that I would -- when I used to get impatient about something, I'd 
suddenly start going (Tom does a horse stamping his foot) and standing with 
one leg forward like that, and then going (whuffle:): 


The production of Don Quixote was an absolute catastrophe. The man who 
played the Don didn't go down at all well with the critics. But the man that 
played the horse.....got the part of Doctor Who. And that finally led me to 
California. And here I am today. 


So that is a long-winded way of talking about the alien quality of the 
character. One had to try, all the time, to suggest differences. And some 
of those parts helped me in the past. 


The second quality of the Doctor, and one can list them quite quickly now, 
the second third, fourth, fifth and so on, are, that he hates gratuitous 
violence, that he is not acquisitive, he has no cupidity or greed for money, 
there's no lust for power. There is, curiously enough, no deep emotional 
entanglement with so-called human beings. He also is very innocent....and I 
think that that is also a difficult quality for me to overstress. When they 
told me in the production office, "Above all, Tom, he's innocent", I thought, 
"Oh no..." I mean, I could just as well play innocence as I could play Saint 
Francis of Assisi! And they said, "Just wink, and people'll think you're 
innocent." 


But the corollary of being innocent, of course, is that being innocent brings 
instantly a capacity to be surprised. And that's a very good quality. It's 
a lovely quality, the capacity to be surprised, because people who cannot be 
Surprised cannot actually enjoy any kind of excitement, cannot celebrate the 
Fact of, just, existence. Because not being able to be surprised is to be 
totally cynical. And to be totally cynical is to be dead. 


And so, those qualities were necessary to try to keep in front of my mind as 
I tried to play the part over time. The other technical detail, which is 
quite unimportant but just in case someone has only seen it once, the 
character pokes around time and space in a machine called a TARDIS, which has 
the capacity of transcendental dimensionalism -- that is, that it's bigger on 
the inside than it is on the outside. I remarked yesterday that there are 
some people like that. And that really is a marvelous quality. 


So I think it's time now for you to talk to me, or ask me something, and I 
can be perhaps more explicit, and tell you something about what I've been 
through, or listen to what you've been through.....? 


Do you think you'd ever do any theatre in California? 


Do I ever think I'd do any theatre in California?? Whew. (Another horse 
whuffle, to great laughter and applause!) 


I have a presentation I'd like to make to you. 


The presentation's coming early! How very kind of you. What are you 
presenting me with? 


=, 


(This is in fact Carol Walker, representing The Companions of Doctor Who, a 
national club based in New Orleans.) 
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I'm from the city of New Orleans, and The Companions of Doctor Who, and the 
mayor New Orleans would like to give you the key to the city of New Orleans. 
(This gets a large, appreciative round of applause from the audience.) And 
we'd like to extend an invitation to you to come to New Orleans any time 
you'd like! 


Thank you very much indeed...... 


You know, I was talking to you about accidents. Isn't that extraordinary? 
That was quite unrehearsed. I'm now a freeman of the city of New Orleans! 
Thank you so much. 


Whatever happened to Shada? 


Whatever happened to what? (Audience prompts him, but without clarifying the 
question.) Presumably, I -- destroyed it....(audience laughs). I mean, one 
has to be gracious in victory. I don't hold grudges. Yes? 


Do you really like jellybabies? 
Ha. I USED to like jellybabies..... 
Did you design your own costume? 


No, I didn't design my own costume, particularly. When I got the job, it was 
six weeks before we had to produce any designs, and I liked the designer very 
much, and we used to go out to play every day. And instead of coming up 
instantly with a design, we used to go out to play in various wardrobes and 
custumers in London. We'd meet for coffee about half past nine, and then ten 
o'clock we'd play until about twelve-thirty, putting on clothes and dressing 
up. And then we'd go to the pub. And after six weeks, that costume emerged, 
as a sort of cocktail. Kind of accidental, yes. 


Do you play the harp? 


Do I play the HARP?? (Everyone, including Tom, laughs.) No, I don't play 
the harp. If you want me to play the harp, I'm willing to try, though! 


What are you doing now? 


What am I doing now....I'll tell you what I'm doing now. I'm Standing right 
in front of you, desperately trying to think of something interesting to say! 


I am messing around. I'm actually considering the part of Christopher 
Columbus for CBS and an Italian company. Well, you applaud, but you haven't 
read the script! But still and all, he did a reasonable job in 1492. 
Although word around London, for anti-Americans, is that America was 
discovered long before Columbus...but that it was hushed up. But I think 
that's just malicious jealousy. 


How do you feel about people in T-shirts, walking around with you on their 
chest? 


Well, sometimes it makes me want to rub my chin in amazement! 


TOM: 
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Can you explain what a charged vaccuum emboitment is? 


Can I explain what a charged vaccuum emboitment is?? Well of course I can. 
I can explain it in ten seconds flat if I wanted to.....but I won't: 


(The question that was asked here was largely untelligible, even with several 
tries at relaying it from person to person up to the front. Something about 
a DNA disturbance finally emerged, but I'm at a loss to explain it?) 


A DNA disturbance?? Is that what the questin is about?? Are you going to 
talk about the origins of mankind? (Still another unsuccessful attempt to 
clarify this question is made, but we're no better off than before. It Seems 
to have something to do with Tom's interpretation of the Doctor.) 


I didn't model my performance as the Doctor on anybody at all. It just sort 
of happened. You see, when I signed the contract, fortunately I kept talking 
at all the meetings so that they wouldn't ask me the crucial question. That 
was before I signed the contract. Having signed the contract, I went out to 
lunch, and they said, "Well, Tom, so what are you going to do with it? How 
do you see it, Tom?" They sometimes talk like that at the BBC. "How do you 
see it, Tom?" And I said, "See what?" At which they blanched, and said, 
"Well, the part.” And I said, "I don't see it at all." Nor did I care about 
them going pale, since I had signed the contract already, and I just thought 
I'd take a chance. And it happened. It grew, like Topsy. 


How much trouble was your scarf? 


I had lots of trouble with the scarf. But the BBC -- you know the way I told 
you they say things like, "Well, what are you going to do with it, Tom" -- I 
kept falling over that blasted scarf! And they would always insist that we 
shoot the scenes again, which used to irritate me terribly, because it was 
inevitable that I should fall over the scarf. I got a letter froma little 
boy who said, "My granny knitted me a scarf nearly as long as yours, and I'm 
writing this letter from my hospital bed where I've got a broken leg, because 
on the first day I fell down off the bus." But they never would leave those 
trips in. 


Did you ever develop friendships with any of the actors or actresses? 


Mostly, when you're working on a series like that, people get sort of jaded 
with each other, because of the -- I imagine it's a bit like marriage -- no, 
it couldn't possibly be as bad as that! But it's a bit like -- any kind of 
close relationship, regularly, produces an inevitable irritation. And 
there's some kind of wisdom in the sense of giving people breathing space 
that makes life possible, isn't it. And that's what makes relationships 
possible. Very deep relationships, as well as professional relationships. I 
didn't see much of the cast outside of the studio. And they didn't want to 
see much of me....I mean, I was shouting and screaming with anxiety all day. 


Why did you put your finger against your nose sometimes? 


Ah....somebody told me once if someone asks you a question, and you tap your 
nose like that, that it's supposed to mean something. And um...that's a very 
good question, actually! When I get back, I'll Say to the chap at the BBC, 


"Tell me...." (Tom gives this the perfect: production-office inflection, 
which has to be heard, I suppose! It produced a great laugh from the 
audience.) "Why was it that time you asked me to tap my nose?" I don't know. 
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Who is your favourite science fiction writer? 


I think, quite honestly, MY favourite science fiction -- I'm more interested 
in fantasy, actually — but my favourite science fiction writer is Stanislaw 
Lem. I think he is particularly distinguished. 


How tall are you? 


Standing up straight -- I'm not standing up straight now because I'm nervous 
and my stomach is buckling slightly -- but standing up straight I am six feet 
three, and on all fours....(the rest of this is obscured by laughter). 


What do you think of the new Doctor? 


What do I think of the new Doctor? Is there a new Doctor? I understand, 
because I listen to gossip —- I'm a compulsive listener to gossip, and if I 
can, I will pass gossip on -- that the word is out that he is as successful 
in the United Kingdom as ever I or any of my predecessors were. But I --~- 
having left the series about which I felt so proprietorial, I don't want to 
uh, be reminded of something that -- it was quite a wrench, when I left it. 
I don't mean that I have deep regrets, I think I did the right thing. 
Possibly I'd overstayed my welcome. But I don't watch it anymore. The other 
thing is, they changed the times. And I think it goes on at half past five. 
And well, at half past five, any gentleman in London's in the pub having a 
cocktail! 


I'd like to know how you got the idea of going “Shhh:” 


Well, because there were gaps in the script. We used to have rows with the 
writers a lot because sometimes, they didn't quite understand. They used to 
think that Steven Spielberg was directing with his sort of budget. And 
sometimes, there would be a corridor about as long as that table, and there 
would be about twenty-five lines of dialogue. And it would say, in the stage 
directions -- you could always tell nervous writers. They write a lot of 
Stage directions. That means they can't really think of any dialogue. But 
they'd write twenty lines of dialogue to be covered in a corridor, running 
about twelve, fifteen feet. Three people running. Saying twenty lines of 
dialogue. Well I mean, I'm not exactly Sebastion Coe, but I can cover the 
length of that table before you could say twenty lines. And so the director 
would begin to -- but I'd been the weekly reference point and knew exactly 
how to do this, it was quite scandalous, really, because the boom couldn't be 
moved fast enough, so what would happen is, we'd come into the shot runnind 
along the corridor, and suddenly I would say, "Shhh!" And whoever was with 
me would say (whispers) "What is it, Doctor?" And I'd say, "Did you hear 
something?" And she'd say, "No," and I'd say, “What did you say just now?" 
And she'd say ten lines, and I'd say ten lines, and I'd say, "Come on, let's 
get out of here:" 


Of all the companions, who was your favourite? 


Ohhh! Quite cruel question, that. How can I possibly win if I answer that 
question? I'll buy you a drink later. 


When did you have the most fun playing the Doctor? 
Well, I know this is going to sound pious and incredible, but from beginning 


to end, it was absolute hilarity the whole time. Sometimes the BBC -- they 
have a way of talking at the BBC, I may have mentioned this to you before -- 
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they'd say sometimes, "Listen, Tom, are you sure you're taking this seriously 
enough?" It was absolute hysteria from beginning to end. It really was a 
pleasure to go to work in the morning and attack the writers and scream at 
the directors. It was -- we had lots of conflict. And I'm in for a certain 
amount of conflict -- you know, no conflict, no drama. No drama, no 

ecstacy. No ecstacy, DEAD..... 


How different did your life become because of Doctor Who? 


Well, the difference between my life before I was Doctor Who and when I 
became Doctor Who, was that suddenly, everybody knew me. And life became 
much more fun because of that....although the response, as among you -- you 
see I must remind you of course, that you are responding to a fiction. 


How did it change your family? 


My family? I didn't consult my family about a job. I wouldn't dream of 
consulting my family about anything important! Not at all. I just told them. 


Do you see any of your old co-stars? 


No. No. I can't stand actors! I never see any of my old co-stars, no. I 
avoid them like the plague. 


Which episode was the hardest? 


The hardest one was the first one, the very first one, because in the first 


sequence, I fell over enthusiastically in the fight sequence and broke my 
shoulder. I think that was the hardest. 


Do they pay well at the BBC? 


Well, I mean, I screwed them out of every cent I possibly could: I mean, 
sometimes when my contract was up at the BBC, they used to say to me -- they 
have a special way of talking at the BBC -- and they used to say, 


"Tom...don't you think you're driving rather a hard bargain?" And I would 
say, "Yes." 


Who was your favourite enemy? 

My favourite enemy was, I think, the giant rat! 

Well, you know, I grew very fond of them, you see. It got to be terrific to 
actually embark on an adventure where you ALWAYS WIN. That's what's so 
beguiling about the programme. It's not like life. I mean, mostly, I always 
lose: I especially lose my sense of direction. I've been lost all my life, 
but in Doctor Who, I always used to win. Just about episode four. 

One of the regrettable things to me was that we often had to solve the 
problems, actually, with an explosion. I used to find that a bit 


repetitious, but that's the way it goes. 


DO you do any teaching? 


Do I do any teaching?? Listen, I'll tell you. I have been, by an accident 


of birth -- this sounds dramatic, doesn't it! -- I was born in the Second 
World War...no actually, I was born before the Second World War, so you can 
do a quick sum now if you want to -- and most of my childhood was spent 
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throwing rocks at prisoners of war, or collecting bomb particles, and 
watching airplanes come over and destroy Liverpool, the city I come from. 
And so I've been fond of Germans ever since. Because of the Germans, I was 
totally untouched by education. It has never ever impinged on me one iota. 
As Oscar Wilde so aptly remarked, "Ignorance is a delicate and exotic fruit. 
Touch it, and the bloom disappears." I am not much interested in education, 
no. It would be pointless if I was, anyway, ‘cause it's passed me by. 


I was wondering if you could comment on two of your co-stars, Elisabeth 
Sladen and Louise Jameson. Can you tell me a little about their 
personalities? 


They were very different people. Elisabeth was in the series when I joined 
it, so she knew more than I did. But her style of playing, as you know, was 
rather Pearl White-ish, which I admired very much and she carried it off with 
great aplomb. Her real preoccupation, aS an actress, was movies. She's a 
very great expert on movies. And since then she'd done lots of things. But 
we had -- although we were very secure together as actors, I never, except I 
think at a party they gave when she left, ever actually saw her outside the 
Studio. Louise Jameson, however, came from The Royal Shakespeare company, 
and we used to have fights because when she entered the series, the writers 
for some reason or other, licensed her to be terribly violent. You know, she 
was always sticking janus thorns in people. And this led to fights, because 
I'd say, "You can't walk around sticking janus thorns in people. Who made 
you the licensed assassin?" So I had to mince another writer. But he's 
recovered. 


Why weren't you in the 20th Anniversary Special? And would you ever consider 
going back as a previous incarnation? 


Well, I just have to confess to a loss of nerve, and self-vanity. You know, 
I'm as inadequate as the next braggart. And I didn't want to go back. It 
seemed like going back to an old love, and I thought that's a mistake. Also, 
it would have meant sharing the limelight, wouldn't it! 


What role have you yet to play that you would like to play? 


Well, I always fancied playing Lady Bracknell in The Importance of Being 
Earnest: And I've certainly always toyed with the idea, usually in the early 
hours of the morning, of playing Peter Pan. 


Why did you leave Doctor Who? 


Well, you know, the association was nearly seven years from beginning to 
end. I just had to try something new. I clearly had to try something new. 
And an entity in America beckons British actors the way London beckons 
American actors, and the thing is, the commitment was always so long. The 
season was 43 weeks. And so I would find myself, say, visiting Australia, 
and I'd be in Australia, having signed my BBC contract, and I would be 
offered, you know, films or some adventure series, and be strapped because I 
couldn't accept it. I just had to free myself to do lots of things. 


Where did you film most of the outdoor shots? 


Well, mostly in quarries. And mostly as near to London as possible so that 
we could shoot it as cheaply as possible. 


Why did the companions change? 
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Well the reason for changing companions was simply because, most of you must 
know, is there are severe limitations on the part of the girl. And so the 
girls were always tempted to get out, like anyone else, while they were 
winning and try to capitalise on it. Because the competition -- I don't know 
anything about the theatre situation in the United States of America. I 
think it's more centralised than it is in the UK. But to be young and pretty 
in the British theatre, or television or whatever, is to be actually, really 
quite common. It's crucifyingly hard for young people, and young girls in 
particular, to actually get the work. Because the work falls into the hands 
of the same dozen or so very highly accomplished and successful actresses, 
mostly those who've had a classical background. And they crop up all the 
good parts that are going. So the girls have got to pick their moment to try 
and get out. I mean, so many girls that are bright stars then go into 
oblivion. At least that's my theory. 


What happened to K-9? (This is asked by a little girl.) 


K-9? Well, I gave him away. Twice. Wasn't it twice? He's all right. He 
wasn't all that fond of me. 


What was your favourite Doctor Who story? 


Well, I did like that one with the giant rat. I thought The Ark In Space 
waS a good story. And I liked The Seeds of Doom as well. 


Did you get to keep any of the props or costumes from the show? 


Only with great difficulty. Because often my bits and pieces were stolen. I 
think I've got a scarf at home. And maybe a jacket or something. But no, 
they were carefully guarded because they often were put on exhibition here 
and there for some reason. But I've got a scarf, I think. 


Is it true that you played Sherlock Holmes? 


Yes it is true. I played in The Hound of The Baskervilles last year for BBC 
television. Yes, it'll be coming over here. I absolutely HATED Sherlock 
Holmes: He's okay to read but he's not much fun to play, actually. I think 
SO. I saw someone raise his eyebrows there. Do you disagree with me? 
Sherlock Holmes is one of the most self-centered megalomaniacs of all 
literary history! He's rude, constantly rude, he has the most appalling 
manners, smokes a pound of black shag a day and shoots up cocaine in a7 1/2 
percent solution! So what's so admirable about Sherlock Holmes?? And he was 
always so extremely rude to his best friend, Doctor Watson. And I'm very 
touchy about people who are rude to Doctors. 


How do you like California? 


Well, it's sunny, and large, isn't it. I'm actually -- I'm not all that 
interested in California, or in Nevada, or Nebraska or New York. I'm 


actually just interested in people. If you're talking about how do I think 
of Californians, I think you're AMAZING! Yes. 


Are you doing anything else that will be seen in this country? 


Well, if I do Christopher Columbus, that'll be shown here, because that's an 
eight hour film for television. But I'm going to Los Angeles next week for 
some just general talks about the possibility of either working in America or 


for American producers in Europe. But, it's out of my hands, really. But I 
would like to do something. 
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Do you like working for American film companies better than for the BBC? And 
if so, why? 


Well....sometimes I do, and sometimes I don't. I mean -- you know, you 
mustn't get the impression, actually, in spite of what you read in the paper 
-- never believe everything you read in the papers. There is this notion 
around that particular groups of people are very much more superior to other 
people about making things or producing things. And that's of course a 
fallacy. Sometimes they are and sometimes they're not. The only really 
massive job I put on with an American company was Nicholas and Alexandra, 
which in those days cost a large amount of dollars. And didn't succeed in 
spite of it. But no, I don't care. I'll work for anybody as long as it's a 
decent part and they're amusing to be with. 


Some people have a special way of talking not at all like the people at the 
BBC. I mean, film people really take themselves rather seriously: And they 
nod a lot. And I suspect that some of them wear makeup. 


How do you feel about being a sex symbol? (This question elicits whoops and 
whistles and laughter from the audience.) 


Oh, you dear,. dear girl:! (Lots of laughter and applause:) I told you that 
I had been untouched by education. And therefore, logic certainly is not my 
strong point. Thank God. But, if someone has the impression that I am a sex 
symbol, I find that INCOMPREHENSIBLE: But very, very gratifying. 


Well, if I am a sex symbol, I don't mind being a sex symbol. Even in my 
raincoat? Raincoats like this in London, you get locked up if you're found 
in the park loitering. 


Are you going to see Return of the Jedi? 


Am I going to see Return of the Jedi?? Well....if one afternoon it's 
absolutely slashing it down with rain, and I'm outside the cinema without an 
umbrella, accompanied by a little boy, yeah, I may go see Return of the 
Jedi! But, um, I saw the other one, and... yeah, all right, I'll have a look 
at it. Sort of pass the time. I mean, it's not going to change my life, is 
it. It's not going to tug at my heart strings, is it? It's not going to 
amaze me, is it! (Many people call out "YES!" to this.) 


How did you feel about doing Doctor Who? Did you look at it as steady work, 
OL i«ee 


I never regarded it as “steady work". I took it actually because I was out 
of work and shovelling cement on a building site. I was thinking of joining 
the foreign legion -- anything to get out of that. But I took it not knowing 
very much about the series, sort of guesSing that it was rather a good 
opportunity. But -I NEVER regarded it as "steady work". Nor am I still 
interested in "steady work". I'm interested in excitement and fun and 
getting the most out of every single moment! Believing in steady work is for 
boneheads, I say. And there are plenty of them around. Let them get on with 
steadiness. I'm not interested in that. Ecstacy is the name of the game: 


Are you jealous of any other actors? 
Yes! I'm jealous of a lot of actors, yeah. Especially if they're young. 


How do you feel about the waxwork of you at Madame Toussand's? 
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Well -- I don't feel anything about it. I've never seen it, actually. But 
I'll tell you what the BBC -- they did a nasty trick on me. They asked me a 
few weeks ago to turn up for a photo session. But they asked me too late. 
They sort of said, "Can you get to a photo session this afternoon?" And 
naturally, having absolutely nothing to do, I said, "No, I'm far too busy.” 
And then sauntered off to the pub. And to my horror, that evening in the 
paper, there was a photograph. I couldn't believe it. Someone said, "But 
you were with us in the pub." And then I looked closely, and it was the 
waxworks from Madame Toussaund's! 


What kind of music do you like? 


Well, I like lots of music. I'm not really an authority about music, so I'll 
Speak very emphatically....I like the sort of music that -- I listen to a lot 
of classical music. I listen to music that I couldn't possibly understand 
like Bach or Beethoven or Mozart, but I'm very interested in music that 
actually -- when I listen to romantic music, particularly nineteenth century 
such as Verdi -- when I listen to Verdi, it makes me feel better. It makes 
me feel stronger, it makes me feel-able to get through the day much better. 

I find getting through the day often so difficult, avoiding the tempo of 
Other people. Music often helps me in that way, so that I don't pick up 
other people's tempo. I can't bear being caught up -- when I was in New York 
the other week, everyone was scuffling along the road, like rats or 

lemmings. And because I was walking very slowly, they kept bumping into me, 
quite viciously, as if to say "Why aren't you going as fast as we are?" So, 
romantic music helps me a lot. 


How come all the companions were girls except Adric? 


I don't know the answer to that, actually. But it is -- it would be fair to 
say that I would -- prefer to be with girls more than I would to be with 
boys. I really would. I mean that from the bottom of my heart. 


Did you model the character of the Doctor on someone you know or someone 
you'd seen or any other character? 


NO...: I tell you, it was all an accident. I didn't know what I was doing! 
I just got started and responded all the time. And the point I was making at 
such length when we started this talk was, the difficulty was to find the 
alien quality. And I couldn't find that by modeling myself on someone who 
was recognisable, because someone who was recognisable obviously wouldn't be 
alien, I don't think. 


So how did you find the alien quality? 


I didn't say I FOUND the alien quality. I said that I'd played a dog and a 
horse. I mean, maybe I've got a very tenuous grasp on reality, but I can't 
say what I did with it. Only you can say what I did with it. I don't know 
if I found those qualities. All I know is that you're here to see me, and 
I'm delighted. 


Do you have any hobbies? 


Well -- yes I do, actually. I've taken up photography recently. I bought a 
very pretty camera, and -- but I've lost the instructions, but it is VERY 
pretty: And I take it out of its case at night, when the wind is blowing in 
London, and I put my Leica R4, and I turn it like that, and light a candle 


nearby, and it looks very very pretty. And it takes marvelous pictures. But 
I don't want to rush it, you see. 
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As usual, a joyful standing ovation. Tom is pretty joyful too, taking the stage 
with arms outstretched, laughing, applauding the audience. 


TOM : 


So far, I think it's going terribly well: (applause) 


Ladies and gentlemen, I am here tonight, all the way from London, to 
celebrate with you a common interest, dare one say a fascination, with a 
programme called ; 

Doctor Who. Now, playing Doctor Who took up several years of my life, and 
I'm about to take up several minutes of your lives by talking about it. It 
was, I suppose, the happiest working period of my life. And it was the 
happiest working period because I was made aware by large numbers of people 
how pleased they were, and I suppose a loose definition of an actor would be 
a professional pleaser on a large scale. .Tonight, I am here to please you. 
Now... (laughter, including his) how can I please you? (much more laughter) 
Well, I suppose I can please you by talking about the programme. The fun of 
it all was its total improbability. In the real world, as I perceive it, 
real, great problems can't be solved rapidly. They need boring things like 
discussion and negotiation and compromise, and all those dreary phrases that 
are trotted out every day in the press. That's to solve great problems in 
the real world. 


But in Doctor Who....OH! With the help of a TARDIS, sometimes a script 
(laughter, applause), and with the help of a sonic screwdriver, and a young 
girl to help me out, and a tin dog that didn't need feeding or walking, and 
didn't even bark, ANYTHING was possible! Just imagine the joy of it! Ina 
hundred minutes, immense problems could be solved. You must have noticed 
that part, didn't you? I mean, IMMENSE problems! To save the world ina 
hundred minutes....to save an entire galaxy....I remember one script where I 
saved the entire universe! But I don't want to go on about that one, because 
that might sound immodest.....All of that was possible in Doctor Who. And we 
are here tonight to celebrate the world, I suppose, of fantasy. And the 
allure, the irresistable allure of fantasy, is that it is a world where the 
impossible happens, where impossible dreams are realized. And we are here 
tonight, unashamedly I hope to celebrate the sort of romantic, and heroic, 
and sometimes comical qualities of a fantasy world. So before I start asking 
you to talk to me, we'll do our usual rundown on the character and the sort 
of tools of the character, if you'll pardon the expression, and you'll talk 
to me and I'll try to answer you. 


The character of the Doctor is very briefly summed up thus: an alien, from 
Gallifrey in the constellation of Kasterborus. He has two hearts. He has a 
sonic screwdriver, and a TARDIS, in which he travels throughout the entire 
universe. This TARDIS is capable of transcendental dimensionalism. You all 
know that. That means that it's bigger on the inside than it is on the 
outside...like some exceptional people we meet in our lives. So he's 
innocent, he's lacking entirely in cupidity, hates violence, he's not at all 
a power maniac, and pursues a series of incredible adventures which he 
serendipitously falls into at the begining of every episode one. You all 
know about that. And against impossible odds, absolutely INSUPERABLE odds, 
he always wins. That's a picture of the Doctor. 


So one day the BBC said to me, "Would you like to play Doctor Who?" And I 


considered all these qualities that he had, that I've Just listed to 
you....and I had the audacity to say YES. And that's about why I'm here 
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What was Lalla Ward like? 


(Laughs...) Well, actually, she was pretty real, yes. Awfully kind. 
Awfully kind, yes. Very well read. Very good at the Times crossword 
puzzle. She's doing a play in England now......Do you know I've got to stop 
there! Well, one more question, yes? 


If they ever offered you Doctor Who as a motion picture, would you do it? 


It's extremely unlikely, but...if they offered me an enormous amount of 
money, and the script was terrible, I'd say no. But if they offered me an 
enormous amount of money, and the script was good, then I would ask them for 
even MORE money, and then maybe I'd say yes! (Applause and cheers!) I've 
got to stop now, and let other people carry on their lives. But thank you 
very much for listening to me and being here..... 
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tonight, to maybe answer any questions you have about how mysterious it is 
that anyone would want to take on a job like that. But still and all....it 
was fun. Now. Will someone ask me something? Yes. 


What are you proud of most? 


What am I proud of most? I think you really should ask the person next to 
you, really. Nothing I can say to asnwer that sensibly. Well....I'm proud 
to have done it, and I'm proud to have enjoyed myself, I'm proud to have 
pleased a few people, and I'm proud to be here tonight. Any other questions? 


What's the funniest story you have about the time you spent with Doctor Who? 


I think the funniest thing about the whole thing was that I ever did it. 
Giving me the job showed that the BBC is not without a sense of humour. Yes? 


I'd like to know -- you autographed my poster, and I'd like to know what TDS 
means. Is that Time Dimensional Stabilizer....? 


I signed an autograph for you, "With love, from Doctor Who, TDS." Yes? 
Well, I mean, you must have had a prescription from a doctor. That simply 
means "three times a day." (The whole audience goes "awwwwww...") Three 
kisses three times a day. I might have put UDS, which would be four times a 


day. After meals. 
Did you ever co-author the scripts? 


No. That's all malicious rumour. But what I did, occasionally, was tamper. 
I quite liked tampering. Yes. I tampered with a few. With the permission 
of the BBC. 


Who was your favourite leading lady? 


(gasps) Who was my favourite leading lady??:: 


(A voice from the audience yells out "K-9" and we all dissolve in hysterics.) 
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No...K-9 wasn't that much of a bitch! (audience hoots) A few silicon chips 
and K-9 was anybody's! (more audience hoots) Ask me another question. 


You've done a few horror films. Are you interested in horror movies? 


I'm obsessed by horror films, yes. Because they remind me of the way life 
really should be. If life actually was rather like the horror films that I 
admire, it'd be a lot more amusing. I'm very, very interested and very 
jealous of one particular actor who seems to always get my parts, but I won't 
pursue that. Yes? 


Did your jacket have transcendental dimensionalism, too? You used to pull 
like 20 million things out of your jacket: 


Yes, that's what they: call poacher's coats. 
What's the funniest thing that ever happened that didn't get shown on TV? 
These are hard questions! Um...the funniest thing....I can't really tell you 


this! Not properly....well, I once had to run through a door very quickly, 
which was supposed to be electronic, and the technicians who were supposed to 
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have opened this door very quickly were dozing off or picking their noses or 
checking up on their overtime, or whatever technicians do -- he knows, the 
man behind the camera (laughter, including cameraman), he's probably checking 
his overtime now -- anyway, this fellow checking his overtime, or in another 
world, that couldn't have been at all interesting, had gone into a coma. And 
in real time, I hurtled at this door, and nothing happened. And I hit the 
door, and it came clean off its hinges. And I came in, like a letter: At 
which the technician was vastly amused, being in a coma, at which I instantly 
lost my sense of propriety, and kicked the door. And called it a name. 
Meanwhile the camera was running. And that clip goes around the world to 
television stations to the great hilarity of everyone else and the 
humiliation of me. I really -- I really lost my way that night. Yes sir? 


What was your least favourite episode? 


My least favourite episode? Well, I suppose it was the -- I don't know what 
it was, I can't name it -- it would be the one where I had the least number 
of lines and the least jokes, and where there were lots of other actors 
coming on saying silly things. Any one of those. Yes? 


What else have you done besides the Doctor? 


I don't think I've ever done anything except Doctor Who. No....I've cleaned 
houses, I once helped a very old lady across the road, I've clipped lawns and 
pruned roses, I did a few films but I don't count that as proper work. And I 
was in the National Theatre but that was just a lark. - Apart from that, 
absolutely nothing. Yes? 


Is there any comparison between American and English fans? 


Yes. There's an astounding difference between American audiences and British 
audiences in that, for one thing, American audiences are much more 
demonstrative. In both positive and negative ways, in theatre and in cinema, 
I noticed the audiences are much more responsive, where the British are much 
more reserved, and don't speak to anyone unless they've been introduced. 


In the United Kingdom, when I've gone out to promote the programme or to meet 
any of the fans, they've been very, very young fans. The programme is 
considered, in the United Kingdom, to be a children's programme. I have 
always thought it, myself, entirely so, as a children's programme. But then 
of course, my bosses at the BBC used to get terribly shirty about this, and 
say, "Well, you know, my grandmother, who's 53, watches the programme too, so 
how can you say that's a children's programme?" But they were missing the 
point I was making, that it requires, I feel, a rather childlike view of the 
universe, and of humour and irony, and that sense. But in the UK there were 
mostly small children who turned out, whereas I've been in the United -- I 
was in New York a couple of weeks ago, and I meet a lot of Americans in 
London where I live, and the mail that I get, which is enormous, is mostly 


from young adults really, and not from children at all. The children appear 
to have rumbled me entirely. 


What's your favorite sport? 
What's my what? My favorite.....? (audience prompts him.) 


Sport? Sport. SPORT??!! Are you American or something??!! I've got better 
things to do with my life than play Sport: That's not entirely true. I did 
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once -- yes I was telling my friend Martin here -- I once played dominoes 
Outside a friend's cafe. No....Sport! I don't have to prove myself by 
playing sport...! 


Did you or they make any special effort to get the science and technology 
accurate? 


I never noticed it, really, because that part of the script that was dealing 
with science -- which also I left cold because it leaves me cold -- if I ever 
looked interested in the machinery, which I wasn't really very interested in, 
but if I really did look interestingly at it, the reason was that some of the 
gobbledygook lines I had written -- I couldn't memorize, and I had written 
them on the computer. And so sometimes I used to look very hard at it, and 
the camera would be there, and it might look as if I was interested in it. I 
find, actually, the sort of mechanics of modern science fiction movies, of 
chaps holding microphones like I'm holding now -- but that's not my fault -- 
and plugging in buttons and all that, I don't find that interesting. I'm 
only really interested in people and in people in situations. I'm not much 
interested actually in machinery except insofar as it will serve us and not 
get in the way. I'm not dismissing machinery, as obviously the technology 
revolution is going to change our lives. One hopes for the better -- I don't 
see how at the moment, but they tell me it will. I hear it at the next table 
at breakfast in my hotel, American buSinessmen always telling me my life is 
going to be changed -- but I'm not interested in that side of filming, when 
the machines actually come right into the foreground. I'm only interested in 
them inasmuch as they back up the people, the characters, and help them in 
their conflicts. That's all it is to me. Yes? 


When you were a boy growing up in Liverpool, did you feel that you were going 
to be an actor? 


Hah. When I was a boy growing up in Liverpool. Yes...I think so...do you 
really want to know this?? (Yes!) Well....my mother was a religious 

maniac. She was a very nice woman, but she was a religiouS maniac. And by 
that I mean. that she sort of hit it too hard, and I got caught up in it 
because I'm impressionable, and I too became a religious maniac. Now I'm 
talking -- this young lady said ‘when I was a boy growing up in Liverpool’ -- 
when I was a boy growing up in Liverpool, penicillin hadn't been discovered. 
Doctor Fleming was still struggling away, and he hadn't found the mold on the 
bread. And being very religious, I used to go to church every single morning 
at 6:30, and then again I would attend the mass at 7:30, and the one at 

8:30. And in those days before penicillin, when there were outbreaks of 
influenza, people used to die. People died of tuberculosis, of a nail in the 
foot, or other important things which have now been wiped out. There's a 
point to this. So in a hard winter, I used to go to about five or six 
funerals a week. Now -- well, you asked, you said you wanted to hear it: -- 
Now attending all these funerals, I got very preoccupied, and I was often 
very cold and hungry at these funerals, because one couldn't eat in those 
days. Canon laws have changed now. And anyway, one day I'm swinging the 
thurible, and I'm so cold and hungry, and so young, and pitiful, that I 
Started to cry. And after the funeral -- I'll do a quick translation into 
your money -- one would get about ten cents. Well, after this particular 
funeral, after I'd been weeping, a man took me aside and looked very solemn, 
and squeezed my arm, and gave me a dollar! And I thought, ‘Why has he given 
me a dollar?‘ Which was an immense sum of money. And then suddenly, in my 
corrupt little mind, I thought, 'He thinks I'm sorry for his mother who died' 
-- of influenza, before penicillin was discovered.... After that -- it was 
tears and snot the whole way! And while my. boneheaded friends were getting 
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ten cents, I was rapping up the dollars! And I realised then that all one 
had to do was just to please the people. It wasn't hypocrisy. They wanted 
to be pleased. That's why I said earlier the definition of an actor is a 
pleaser. And so that's how I got started. 


Then when the bombs were falling, and one was throwing rocks at German 
soldiers, aS I said earlier, and aeroplanes were falling out of the sky and 
one couldn't go to school, my happiness was absolutely complete: One was 
left entirely to turn back on one's own resources and inventiveness, and 
one's capacity to tell lies swiftly increased. Because of course in those 
Strange days the religious aspect in an Irish city was very, very heavy. I 
mean, when I was only five, when the war started, I used to go to confession 
at the age of five! Now -- honestly, I'm really telling the truth this 
evening -— at the age of five, I was leading a very, very modest life 
indeed. No drugs, no drink, no nightclubs. I didn't even fraternize with 
the Germans. And so I was driven to confession, and when I got there, 
wanting to please the priest, I, who had nothing to say -- I could scarcely 
spell sin, because the German bombs were fallng and I couldn't get to school 
-- and so I used to invent sins for him. So as not to upset him or make him 
feel, you know, that he wasn't paying his union dues. And all this was 
terribly helpful as I pursued my career as an actor, and so it went 
On.....yes? 


When you started acting, did you ever have stage fright? 


Did I ever have stage fright?? Aren't you watching me carefully this 
evening?? Oh, yes. Oh, YES! It's the most wonderful feeling. 


Have you ever played a serious part? 


Well, I've attempted to play a serious part, or I've attempted to play a part 
seriously. Somehow or another, audiences don't entirely take to me if I have 
to play a straight part. I mean I couldn't possibly play a detective or 
something like that. I mean, I couldn't come up to you and say, oh...'Excuse 
me, what were you doing the night before last at 7:15?' Simply because you'd 
probably say, "Can I have your autograph?" (audience laughs) The thing is 
about it, I don't think that there are many serious parts -- sometimes 
classical serious parts would interest me. But in modern, so-called modern 
commercial drama, or melodrama, the so-called straight parts would bore me to 


death. I don't think I could play them at all. But thank God, I don't get 
offered them. Yes? 


What do you do with your spare time? 

Well, I talk to anyone who'll listen to me. And if they'll listen to me, 
then I buy them lots of drinks, and go home feeling -- fulfilled. Yes? Yes, 
you. The lady who's clutching her breast Operatically. 


What is the next film or TV part we'll see you in now? 


The next thing you'll see me in will be a thriller from Thames Television 


called Doctor Ziegler's Casebook. And it's about a scientist -- he's a 
geneticist -- who goes round the bend. I....1I play Doctor Ziegler, 


actually.... And Sherlock Holmes. Yes. Another old deviant. 


I hear that you're an avid reader and a great lover of books. I'd like to 
know what your favourite reading matter is. 
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Well, I'm a keen reader and I do love books, especially reference books, I've 
got lots of dictionaries -- I mean really LOTS of dictionaries. I mean, I've 
got the Oxford Dictionary in sixteen volumes. And I spend a great deal of 
time looking for the meaning of life in there. And I don't know what my 
favourite book -- my favourite book varies, but the constant one that I read, 
for the sheer terror, of course, is the Bible. I mean the Old Testament -- 
they were a bloodthirsty crowd. I wouldn't mind playing Judas Maccabaeus. 

Or Wind in the Willows is one of my very favourite books because that is a 
great allegory and fantasy book of a world which we will never experience. 


Have you ever read any science fiction? 


Have I ever read any science fiction?? Darling I AM science fiction:: I was 
discovered by the BBC in a pod in Wood Lane: Yeah, I've read a bit of 
science fiction. Stanislaw Lem, as I said earlier today is, I think, my 
favourite writer. 


Have you ever played a villain? (To this, various shouts of villains he has 
played rise from the audience, ee 


—_— 
—_— oor 


Rasputin a villain?? I think you're maligning him! He was just 
misunderstood! Yeah, I suppose probably today you'd say he was a villain. I 
tried my best with him. 


What do you think of American television as opposed to British television? 


Well, I haven't had much time to watch -- I don't really have much regard for 
British television, but my regard for American television, I couldn't express 
it without terrible language. I think most of it that I've caught in the 
last few weeks tearing around the country is absolutely lamentable: I was 
appalled. But that's not your fault, I hope....where's that camera? 
Absolutely dreadful. Yes? 


Did you feel a bit strange playing Doctor Who after your Shakespearean 
background? 


Well....you know, to be honest, when I did it, I was out of work, and I was 
getting very bored shovelling cement and mixing plaster. And the part came 
up and I just snatched at it in desperation. And whatever happened 
afterwards was, you know, I said earlier, just serendipity. Everything just 
Clicked and it went along for me. 


I was daunted, actually, about taking over from someone who had jumped on it 
very hard. But then, you know, somebody slapped me on the back one day and 
said "Great," and I bought him a drink, and here I am. 


What was your favourite Shakespearean role? 


My favourite Shakespearean role, I think, would be the one that I failed in 
lamentably, which would be Macbeth. I actually got laughs when I played 
Macbeth. Appalling, really appalling. And you know, I signed to do, I 
think, 50 performances in London, and it was so bad, it became as they say in 
France, a succes de scandale, which means it was so bloody dreadful that 
everyone had to see it! And I thought -- I suffered so much, and I was 
helped into the wings every night, and people turned the taps on or their 
transistors while I was being sick. And I went on for 58 performances, and 
every performance, after coming in from every performance, I brought things 
-- this is the absolute truth. I'd brought in some of my possessions. I've 
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never been one for many possessions, but I had lovely bound copies of stuff 
from the National Theatre, and some first editions of Kipling, and I think 
some very good editions of Oscar Wilde. And every night when I came in, 
because I thought I was going to die, I gave a few books or a few possessions 
away, to the young men in the company who were so kind to me, and to a few of 
the Witches who were also quite kind (he laughs). And so it went on for 58 
performances. Now, not starting out with very many possessions, by the 58th 
performance, the only thing I hadn't given away was a sort of chaise lounge 
which I'd acquired somewhere on my travels. And the end of the 58th 
performance came, and I went off to the pub, and the director bought me some 
drinks, and I went home. And sat on the chaise lounge. And realised I'd 
made a terrible, terrible mistake: Not only was I quite alive -- but I mean 
I was alive and throbbing, and relieved and everything. So.....that's 
Macbeth for you. Yes? 


If you couldn't make a living as an actor, what would you like to be doing? 


If I couldn't make a living as an actor, I would be in REAL TROUBLE. REAL 
trouble. I mean I only became an actor, I think, because I was too nervous 
to steal. No...the real world would be no good to me at all. Yes? 


How did the Doctor get his scarf? 


Do you really want to know that? ("Yes!") I'll tell you. When we decided 
to have a scarf, and we decided on the colours, because we saw a man in a pub 
-- lots of things happen in pubs. Most political decisions are taken in 
pubs. And quite right, too. So we saw this scarf design, and the designer 
talked to me about it and I agreed, and we found a lady called Begonia Pope, 
who I remember because of her extraordinarily pretty name. And she was a 
very keen knitter. And didn't work for the BBC but was acquainted with 
someone we knew, so we brought this wool, and drew out the colour scheme. 

And we gave the wool to Begonia Pope, who was terribly excited to be working 
for the BBC. And so naturally we gave her the wool about 6:00 one evening, 
and then we went to the pub. And a couple of days passed -- not in the pub! 
But anyway, time passed, the way it does, and after about four days, we went 
back to Begonia Pope's. About half past five. Just before the pubs open. 
And we said, 'Have you finished the scarf?' And she said, "Yes, I hope you 
like it." And what we had done is we'd bought far too much wool. And she, 
in her keenness and innocence, had knitted all the wool up! And never 
stopped: She knitted every single strand. And when we got there, there was 
this huge scarf. And I put it on, and said 'We have to chop it in half," and 
the designer said, "No, it....it looks kind of droll! Let's keep it that 
way." That's how the scarf was born. 


Do you draw your characterizations from other people or create them from 
scratch? 


Well, I think inevitably one is influenced, consciously or otherwise, by 
other things and other experiences in one's life. But there comes a time in 
any kind of performer's trade, or life, when you have to find your own way of 
doing things. Otherwise, if you're obviously eclectic, someone will Say 
"That's competent” or "Interesting". But the reason it won't be convincing 
is that it isn't yours. And until you find your own way, you know, you're 
Struggling. But I suppose somewhere, on the edge of one's mind -- I mean I 
sometimes see someone in the street walking in a particular way, and think, 


‘I'll do that somewhere, one day,' but I mean I wouldn't write that down. 
But you absorb it from around. Yes. 
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Did you ever watch Doctor Who while you were on it? 


No. I did not. It was far too scary for me. I was always out in the street 
dodging those great big butch sportsmen trying to get a drink in the pub. 


What was it like in the monastery? 


The monastery?? Gosh! Where did you hear that??! (laughter) Well....yes. 
One day, as they say in the stories, once upon a time, a man came to our 
school and I had nothing much to do that day, because the Germans had stopped 
bombing and they'd moved us back into school, and I didn't know what the hell 
was going on. And this man came along, and he said, "I'm looking for 

heroes. I'm looking for people who want to do splendid things." And all my 
life, including right up to now, I have wanted to do something splendid. And 
fine. Um...and of course, I've failed... 


But this man asked for heroes. And so having nothing to do, and there was no 
money, and life at home was rather boring, and school was even worse, I put 
my hand up, and said, ‘Well, I'd like to do something splendid....I wouldn't 
mind being a hero.' And this man turned out to be a monk who was recruiting 
for a French order. And three weeks later, I was in a monastery. And about 
six months later, I had a vow of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 


Now, poverty meant nothing to me since I wasS very poor. And the obedience 
was no great burden either, since anybody could kick me around.... (After a 
long pause, we began to laugh.) Well, I'll tell you. ~It was worse than 
doing Macbeth! 


It went on for nearly six years before I was carried out, and aimed into the 
Army. 


Do you really like jellybabies? 


No, not really. From time to time. Someone gave me an orange one, which is, 
you know, my favourite. I'm terribly fickle. At one time I was passionate 
about them. yes? 


What are they? 


Jellybabies are a sort of soft jelly sweet in the shape of a baby. Rather 
like that little baby there. But a good deal smaller -- and she's only six 
weeks old! (Tom had held the baby during a photo session.) 


If you're married, how come you don't wear your wedding ring? 


Well.....who said I was married? ("You didi") Did I say I was married? 
Yes. I think I said ‘sort of'. Or '‘somewhat'. I know I used an adverb of 
some kind. Actually it's not common in England for married men to wear 
wedding rings. It's not general, by any means. Is it common here? Good 
heavens. What, even the chaps with big muscles? Hmm. 


Are you interested in other science fiction? What's your favourite science 
fiction film -- like Star Wars, for instance? 


Well, I did like E.T. I thought that the wisest thing -- what I thought was 
so impressive about E.T. apart from the technical virtuosity of it all, was I 
thought about that little creature, ‘How sensible of him to want to get the 
hell out of this world!' 
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I have two questions. One is, I heard CBS had offered you Christopher 
Columbus, and the second is, does Doctor Who really have another name? 


CBS and an Italian company are making an 8-hour film for television about 
Christopher Columbus, and I'm being considered for that, yes. But I haven't 
read the script yet, so they may, uh, have to do without me. As for the 
Doctor Who thing, the Doctor Who title came because his name is a chemical 
formula, and in the very early days, when I was young, even, when he 
introduced himself, someone said "Who are you?" and he said, "I'm Doctor 
Umdola umtola capola titsi," and they said, "Doctor WHO?" It's just an 
English joke. After that he's just called Doctor. Yes? 


How did the jellybabies start? 


Well, it just started because there were no props, or I didn't like the 
writing, or couldn't think of anything to do. I mean, you know, when you're 
in desperate straits as an actor, you're driven to all sorts of things. I 
remember one time being in a terrible play, where I couldn't do anything at 
all with the script, or it couldn't do anything to me, and every time I 
crossed the stage, which was often -- it wasn't a very interesting part, but 
I was on a lot -- every time I crossed the stage, I used to do a little trip 
at the same place. I mean, you know, like every three minutes. As I would 
pass that crack, I'd just go -- (demonstrates by tripping) -- and then I'd 
have a look at it -- (peers curiously at nothing on the floor) -- and then 
I'd walk on. Now after I'd done this about 30 times, the audience got quite 
fond of this little move. And in the very last scene, about two minutes 
before the end of the play, I was to walk across the stage, you see....and so 
I come to the crack. And as I went -- it's quite simple really, I mean I'm 


not trying to move you emotionally -- ready?? I'll pretend I've just come in 
from the wings. 


(He walks to the edge of the stage, turns and walks PAST the crack without 
tripping, turns, looks curiously at nothing, and we laugh -- at which Tom calls 
out, "Hold on, hold on:...I have to do that again....Last scene," and repeats the 
above sequence. After looking at the nothing on the floor he didn't trip over, he 


turns, takes about three steps, and THEN trips! We laugh and applaud, delighted. 
Tom 1S very pleased with himself.) 
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You ought to be ashamed of yourselves! You're as immoral as I am! 
Could you tell me how the Doctor got the TARDIS? 


Historically, the TARDIS was stolen from Gallifrey because the character of 
the Doctor is a disenchanted Time Lord, and he hates that hierarchical 
Situation. And he stole a Type 40, I think it was called a Type 40 -- I 


wasn't there at the time -- so he's always on the run. That's the Origin of 
it, I think. 


You seem to have spent a lot of time in pubs. I'd like to know what your 
favourite drink is. 


Well, it used to be beer when I was young. I don't drink beer 
now....sometimes I drink -- I'm very partial to vintage champagne. 


How did you feel when Peter Davison unravelled your scarf? 


How did I feel what? 
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When Peter Davison unravelled your scarf! (in unison from the audience) 


(in shock) Did he unravel my scarf?? 
that's tantamount to robbing the dead 
question. 


'! > Well that's -- how low:: I mean, 
'! fT -- who is Peter Davison? One more 


Why do monsters always make slurping noises, and talking of monsters, who is 
your favourite director? 


My favourite director is the director who finally always agrees with my bad 
taste, and has the sheer affrontery to put it on. I'm very touchy and often 
turn down jobs because I don't make the sort of chemistry with directors. 
And I don't mean that to sound as grand as it must on the surface -- I NEED, 
actually, to feel at one with a director, and with the other actors, because 
I'm obsessed, you see, with fun and celebration as I've been telling you for 
days, and I can't be doing with anything which becomes a drag or a bore. My 
threshhold of boredom can be described as a sort of nictitating membrane. 
It's about as thin as a bird's eyelid. I'm interested solely in fun and 
celebration, in a perfectly responsible way, and preferably in ecstacy, in 
perhaps an irresponsible way. But I don't like boring directors. One more 
question. 


Do you sing? 


Do I sing? Yes I do sing. Yeah. I sing extremely well. As long as no 
one's playing an instrument....um, no I don't really sing. I've got a big 
voice, but I don't really sing very well, no. I've had to turn jobs down, 
actually, I was going to be in the National Theatre's production of Guys and 
Dolls, and, um......(Tom does his horse whuffle again, to great laughter.) 
One more. 


What's your favourite adversary? 


My favourite adversary? Hah. Do you mean -- are you talking about when I 
was in Doctor Who? Well....look, I'm not trying to impress you, I just felt 
sorry for them all. Pushovers, finally. I mean, the scriptwriters were 
rooting for me. Ladies and gentlemen, it's time for me to go. And I can't 
tell you how grateful I am for you listening and laughing, and I've enjoyed 
looking at you and listening to you. And I hope you've enjoyed it too. Good 
night, and thank you.... 
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(The usual thunderous applause, and Tom applauding back and grinning joyfully, 
opens the scene.) 
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Oh...hello! Many, many hellos. 


When I came here from London two days ago, I was nervous. I wasS SO nervous 
that you might be disappointed to meet only the actor who played the part of 
the Doctor. And so far, I have met only with kindness and enthusiasm, and 
I'm very grateful. 


Now, the programme of Doctor Who is important to me -- very important to me. 
It's taken up a slice of my life. But much more important to me, VERY much 
more important to me, is how you feel about it. Because without in any way 
patronizing you, which would be unpardonable, and you know I wouldn't do that 
-- I would never do that at all -- YOU are the important ones. It's how YOU 
feel that actually interests me. Fascinates me. And that's why I'm here. 
I've come so far to see and to meet as many of you as I possibly can. I've 
come here from London to please you. And during the rest of this day, I hope 
that we will have time to meet and exchange views, or not, or smile, or 
anything you want.... (naturally, this remark elicits hoots and whistles and 
applause, and Tom grins.) I am determined to please you! (Mounting 
laughter) Now. So that we can Start a conversation about why I'm here, 
we'll do a very very brief rundown of the character of the Doctor and some 
points about the series. This won't take many seconds: at all. 


The character of the Doctor is primarily, of course, an alien. That's a very 
important thing to remember. Alien, that's the word. He ricochets around 
the universe in a machine called a TARDIS, which some of you are acquainted 
with. This TARDIS has the quality of transcendental dimensionalism, which 
means that it is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. Sometimes 
one meets people like that -- but that's a bonus. 


The character is alien. His alienness is expressed in several ways. He's 


not greedy -- that's unusual. He is not interested in power -- that's very 
unusual. He has two hearts, and a sonic Screwdriver -- and that's amazing! 


He is an innocent in a wild universe, and his innocence leads him, quite 
naturally, because a corollary of innocence is a capacity to be surprised -- 
and that's a lovely quality. To some extent -- to a small extent -- the 
capacity to be surprised is the only real quality that I share with the 
character of the Doctor. All the rest you must accept as fiction. Now. Is 
someone going to surprise me? Come on....go on, surprise me. 


Will you take off your coat, just for a minute? (This results in a 
resounding vote of YES from the audience!) 


This lady wants me to take off my coat! However there is a reservation, she 
said just for a minute: Well, we'll see as this goes along. My coat is my 


-- my coat is my worry blanket. But I'll see what I can do for you as time 
goes by. 


I just wanted to say I really admired your performance in Pasolini's 
Canterbury Tales, and are you in any projects pending at the moment? 


Umm...not as a result of my performance in Pasolini's Canterbury Tales! But 


yes, I'm currently being considered for Christopher Columbus, which is an 
8-hour television special for CBS and an Italian company. But that remains 


le 


TOM: 


Q: 


TOM 


to be seen. I have to meet in London on the 8th to see if that will happen. 
Yes? 


Are you planning to come to America again, and if so, when? 


I am doing my very best to go to Chicago in about five weeks, I think....July 
14th or something like that, to another convention if I possibly can. That 
is being discussed each day I'm here. Yes? 


How did it feel to be immortalized in wax in Madame Tussaud's? 


Well, I never actually went to Madame Tussaud's and saw it. But apparently 
it is a great honour, but being made of wax doesn't impress me all that 
much. I mean, the slightest warmth, and things could change. 


What was the TARDIS set really like? 


The TARDIS set? Well it was just sort of made up of orange boxes spray 
painted blue. Part of the fun of playing Doctor Who was constantly having to 
devise ways of moving across the set without making it fall down. And I 
often, when the set used to shake and they wanted to take the shot again, I 
thought that was a great pity. Because I thought that the house style, if 
one can use such a pompous expressions about a little televion programme, I 
thought that sort of style we found to do it should have included shaking 
sets. Since, you know, the whole thing was based on the premise of the 
fantastic. And ina fantastical situation, why shouldn't things shake? In 
realistic situations, I've seen lots of things shake! If you were quite 
close to me now or if I weren't wearing trousers, you'd see that my legs were 
shaking! 


Do you wish to express any political views? 


Yes. I do. I'll express a political view in one sense. And it's a four 
letter word, and it's called love. That's my politics. Any other political 
view is just rhetorical patter. Yes? 


Why are you leaving the series? 


Well......I've left! I've had enough...I'm letting someone else have a go, 
and let him become immortal for a year or two. 


What was the most difficult role you've ever played? 


The most difficult role I've ever played was Macbeth. Shakespeare. In which 
I managed to be -- we sold out entirely for the run of the play, and, uh -- 
the critics said, "You've simply got to get along there to see how bad he 
is." And they did come along and see how bad I was. And they laughed and 
laughed....and I cried and cried. Finally, the critics are stuck in Chelsea, 
and here I am in sunny California. (applause:) 


Did you do your own horseback riding in Masque of Mandragora and Golden 
Voyage of Sinbad? 


Yes, I did. But I had a very corrupt horse. It was very susceptible to 
sugar, and if it had been possible, it would have been susceptible to money. 
I can ride, but very nervously. I don't agree much with horses. They're so 
unpredictable. Yes? 
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What was your favourite episode? 


My favourite episode -- you mean story? There were two or three that I 
particularly admired where they realised the budget in a sense, and the 
costumes....I thought that The Ark In Space was good, I thought The Seeds of 
Doom was good. I thought, in its absolutely preposterous way, The Talons of 
Weng Chiang was good. Yes, this little girl who was hit by a car. 





What happened to K-9? 


What happened to K-9? There were two K-9s, you know. One left -- I let one 
go, and then I made another one, and then I think I let that go with Leela, 
didn't I? (Audience prompting is deafening) Who? It was one of those 
girls, I know. 


Who was your favourite companion? 


Ohhh...that's a brutal question that, because whichever way I answer that, 
three or four people are going to be hurt, so I won't answer that, no. Maybe 
I should say I -- the Doctor actually didn't get too involved emotionally 
with them, so he was philosophical. You know -- when they wanted to go, they 
wanted to go. And that's the answer to that. 


Was that your idea? 


Yes. I don't want to be immodest, but yes it was. You may have noticed that 
occasionally I had to lift up a girl that twisted her ankle, since that was 
an old device about how to separate us. And whenever I had to handle the 
girl, I always handled a girl very awkwardly, as if I'd never handled a girl 
before....and they uSed to comment on that, lots of people. But then of 
course, that was actually for real. I do handle girls awkwardly. But I mean 
well. 


Of all the things that happened during your years with Doctor Who, what was 
the most memorable thing that never got on the air? 


Well, I broke my shoulder the first minute of the very first take, which was 
very embarrassing. And I also once lost my temper with a door when I crashed 
through a door accidentally which someone else had....and unfortunately 
forgot that the cameras were running. And I really got agitated, you might 
say. Unfortunately, that is in existence, but not legally. 


Are you married? 


Am I married? Well....in a manner of speaking, yes. Yes. Sort of. Yes. 
One has to be philosophical, too. Yes? 


What were your reactions when they said you got the part in Doctor Who? 


Well, it was relief, because I was out of work. And I did sense that it was 
a good opportunity...followed by nervousness, that maybe I wouldn't be able 
to follow the man who preceeded me. Quite naturally, he jumped on it -- you 
wouldn't know, it was a long time ago -- in the United Kingdom, actually, the 
fellow before me had really stamped so hard on the character that even the 
BBC were nervous that he couldn't be followed. When I followed him, they 
began to realise, and I believe them, that it's the formula that's stronger 
than whoever is fronting it. It's the formula which is thrilling and 
exciting and alluring. Yes? 
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What are you working on presently? 


Right now, I'm desperate to please YOU! That's what I'm working on 
presently. I just refused to do Amadeus. But I spent a good deal of last 
year with the Royal Shakespeare Company, and, um...being out of London, when 
I'm in England, I mean -- being out of London doesn't please me that much. I 
like to be in the middle of things. So I'm just sort of shrugging, and maybe 
I'll go to Chicago, and maybe I'll do Christopher Columbus, I don't know, 


You had so many actors and actresses from the Royal Shakeaspeare Company. Is 
there any connection there? 


Well, the Royal Shakespeare Company -- I don't know if it comes to California 
Or not, but the Royal Shakespeare Company -- there are three big subsidized 
companies in London. We have a different setup. And the Royal Shakespeare 
Company is possibly the most distinguished classic company in the world, 
because they employ the same people year after year, letting them go, and 
then bringing them back, and so they find a particular style of their own. 
It's a good company to work for. I enjoyed it. Yes? 


Was Doctor Who a favourite of the Royal Family? 


Was Doctor Who a favourite of the Royal Family?? Well I -- I suppose 
so...they seem terribly sensible. I suppose so. 


Did you ever take the character of Doctor Who home with you? 


What, let it take me over? Well -- I don't think I can answer that. I was 
trying to explain to some people who were here the other day that I am 
terribly impressionable. You see, nobody here in this audience knows Tom 
Baker, not one Single person. I don't even know him. I said the other day 
if I did I'd probably run out of this hall screaming. But I do -- I was 
explaining that I once played a horse in the National Theatre, and my friends 
began to be alarmed when, standing in the pub, which I have occasionally 
done, I used to suddenly start going (horse whuffle), and then more 
embarrassingly, starting sort of trotting...yes, I'm impressionable. I may 
have taken him home. I hadn't noticed. Yes? 


You certainly made a cheerful Rasputin. 


Well really, I actually am very interested in being cheerful and tring to 
find the ironies peculiar in any existence, any sort of part I'm playing. 
Indeed, any sort of situation I find myself in. I thought the way I saw the 
part of Grigori Rasputin, I thought that he really was quite a cheerful 
fellow. In fact, he tried to please a lot of people around the Court. Also, 
he helped to fetch down the Romanoff dynasty, the whole empire. I don't know 
if that was a bad thing or not, I'm not that informed. But I saw him as 
being very cheerful. He just wanted to oblige everybody,.he wanted to love 
everybody. He loved a good many of the people.....(laughter). He had this 
kind of -- I thought he had one wonderful confidence trick which was that he 
had this -- he wasn't really a priest, as you know, he was what is known in 
Russia aS a Starets. That is, a self-styled guru. And when he used to meet 
the ladies of the Court, who were at that time a very kind of orthodox 
Christianity, it was alrealy evident, even at that time, and before that 
time, and certainly among the rich people of Europe, let alone the royal 
families -- and they were tampering with mysticism and all sorts of gurus and 
influences, and Rasputin had this marvelous notion. I mean, from his point 
of view -- you understand I'm not necessarily saying I agree with him! That 
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the way really to God and happiness was to be steeped entirely in sin and 
then to confess to him, and then he said you'd feel MARVELOUSLY better: And 
the curious thing is that they believed him! And he steeped them in sin, and 
then he forgave them, and then they felt better, and then that was the end of 
the dynasty. Yes? 


Or What was the funniest thing that ever happened to you during the filming of 
Doctor Who? 


TOM: That's a hard question. I can't actually think of anything.....it was all 
fun. Just being Doctor Who was funny. The whole thing was just a riot. 


QO: Does the new Doctor ever flash back on you at all? 


TOM: I'm told they use some flashbacks on me in a special which I wasn't in that 
they made the beginning of this year, and they're going to use some old 
footage from some stuff we lost during a strike. So I'm not really in the 
piece though they're using me. 


Q: Do you answer all your fan mail? 


TOM: Do I answer it personally? That is unbelievable....I'm delighted to say. If 
I could answer my fan mail personally, it would be a very small amount of fan 
mail I was getting. Thanks to the viewers in the United States, I have to 
employ someone, which is quite good, because that's reduced the unemployment 
in the United Kingdom by one. 


QO: Is there any relationship between you in Talons of Weng Chiang and Hound of 
the Baskervilles? 


TOM: Well, in Weng Chiang I thought some of it was so droll that I thought, 
really, I would tease along the image of Sherlock Holmes. Last year, I had a 
salutary experience when I was invited to play Sherlock Holmes for real, and 
discovered to my horror that someone that I admired very much in relatively 
modern literature, I actually loathed him! And desperately wanted to send 
him up. I just HATED Sherlock Holmes. But at that time, I was actually, it 
was a bit of a tease on Holmes. Yes. 


Q: If given the choice, which would you rather play the role of the villain or 
of the hero? 


(Tom begins to take his coat off, the crowd cheers in approval, and he stands 
there, one arm still in the coat, for several minutes.) 


TOM: You see, I'm feeling half secure already! The lady wants to know if I want 
to play a villain or a hero. I just want to play the very best parts that 
are going. I have to repeat, in spite of some of you having heard it before, 
that from an actor's point of view, you don't in drama set out to play 
villains. You play characters, and it's the audience who decides who is the 
villain and who isn't. I see someone here talks every day about why the bad 
guy is so stupid...well, often, that's of course because the writers are so 
stupid, not the actors or bad guys, because the characters aren't conceived 
very well. I don't see, as I approach from an actor's point of view, who is 
the villain or what. I just play that character for all he's worth. I mean 
for example, if you're playing -- I remember having the argument, when I 
played Macbeth, which was a failure -- I just walked on the stage at one 
time, bent very low see like this, through a lot of tall young men, who were 
playing the knights and all those other boring parts, and they used to stand 
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up. And the director said to me, "Tom, you're the king." I said, ‘Yes, I 
know I'm the king. I'm Macbeth. That's right, I'm the king.' He said, 
"You've murdered the king, now you're the king, you're in charge of the whole 
kingdom..." I said, ‘What are you talking about?' He said, "Well, why are 
you walking in that strange way?" So I said, 'What strange way?' And he did 
an impression of me, and said, "You're walking like that." So I said, ‘How 
should I walk?' He said, "Well you ought to stand up and be a king." 
Well...I thought, if I'm the king, I can walk any way I like: And that's a 
small demonstration of how an actor will approach a part. In art, if one 
dare say that about even classical acting, but in art as in life, the deadly 
things to avoid after boredom or smugness, is to avoid a received vocabulary 
Or preconceptions. If one reads a line or goes to an event like this or to a 
football match or anything that happens to you, if you go in with 
preconceptions, you're actually going in in a frozen state of mind, and 
you're closing off the possibility of the thing being absolutely AMAZING. 
Because you think, "Yes, it'll be all right, it'll be good," or if you say, 
"It'll be amazing,” then if it isn't amazing, you're going to be 
disappointed. It's much better to go with no preconceptions into any 
situation, in the hope that this time, it'll change your life. I think, 
anyway. Yes. 


How have you liked the convention so far? 


Well, this is the first one I've ever done, and I'm liking it a lot! It's 
going very well so far, isn't it? Isn't it? (Cheers and applause, and the 
second arm comes out of the coat, to louder and greater cheers and 

applause!) My anxieties have suddenly evaporated! You see, I came into this 
room with no preconceptions at all. And I'm amazed! Yes? 


Is it difficult to grapple with the monsters? 


Yes it is, because of course, it's difficult because in rehearsal they're not 
there. That's why I used to say it's funny just being Doctor Who. I mean 
rehearsing, being that the monsters weren't there, we couldn't afford that -- 
they weren't even built -- and so you're chasing around all the time fainting 
and saying ‘Look out Sarah Jane,' or ‘Let's get out of here,' or whatever it 
is, it was quite funny blocking out, pretending you're the character, or 
you're a horse. It was very funny trying to give conviction to a piece of 
plastic and you're pretending it was actually suffocating you. But it was 
funny too. 


Is there an actor or actress you'd like to work with? 


There are actors and actresses I admire very much. Some of them by 
reputation I might admire and be too nervous to work with. I admire a 
British actress called Maggie Smith very much. I admire an American actor 
who for me absolutely captures better than anybody else urban anxiety, and 
that is Jack Lemmon. But it's extremely unlikely that I shall ever work with 
people like them. 


How old are you? 


How old am I? I am 49, and will be 50 on the 20th of January, 19 -- what 
year is this? Next year. So that makes me, I believe -- oh, some sort of 
Sign. What? An Aquarian. I am an Aquarian. 


What role has given you the most satisfaction? 
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Well, I'd have to say over such a long period, Doctor Who in television, and 
in the Royal Shakespeare last year, I did a two-handed play, which was 
brilliantly written, called Educating Rita. We managed to fill opera houses 
in Scotland and in Northern Ireland. 


You co-authored a movie. Was that a happy experience, and would you like to 
do it again? 


I didn't co-author a movie. There's a mistake in The Moviegoer's Guide, and 
I've been getting letters about it. Because there's an American actor-writer 
called Tom Baker who once had the audacity to write to British Equity and ask 
if I wanted to change my name. Unfortunately for him, he turned out to be 
quite young, so I was able to shrug it off. No. I was there first. But 
there are two Tom Bakers. By name, I mean. 


I just wanted to thank you on behalf of the Bay Area for coming and making 
this such a wonderful convention for all of us.... (huge applause) 


That's awfully kind of you. You are obviously very well bred and I am 
grateful. And I am touched by that pretty little speech -- but that is not 
so. You're entirely wrong. What has made the convention is everybody here. 
I'm just an accident. 


What was your immediate reaction when you heard you got the part of Doctor 
Who? 


Well, somebody asked me that. My reaction when I got the job was, I was glad 
to get work, and then nervousness, and then terror, and then jollity as it 
began to swing along. Yes? 


Did you find it uncomfortable to work with the hat and scarf under the studio 
lights? 


Yes I did. I found it very difficult, working in all those crazy costumes 
under studio lights. But they -- the BBC gets from the Arts Council a 
certain amount of eau de cologne, and then they employ a cologne girl, which 
is two people employed, and they go around splashing you with eau de 
cologne. I must say not the very best quality.... 


When you took the part of Doctor Who, did you realise that it would become as 
popular as it has in the United States? 


No. Quite honestly, people think I'm being very coy with them -- I'm 
STAGGERED at the success in the United States, which I attribute, I'm sure, 
to the fact that it's on Public Service Broadcasting. Because one thing that 
would crucify it would be that the narrative is not wirtten towards 
commercial breaks. One of the irritating things about commercial television 
is that so-called -- I think they use the word "drama" —-- is actually written 
around commercial breaks, isn't it? The way it's written around stereotyped 
people. The way it's written around Stereotyped actors who assume quite 
insultingly that we are entirely Stereotyped in our imaginations. And that 


makes me jib, and it makes my gall rise, as Hamlet SayS. I want nothing to 
do with them, 


When you played the Doctor, did you do your own stunts? 
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Well, such as they were. I didn't have a lot of stunts. I used to faint 
Occasionally, and -- except on the studio floor. I always refused to fall 
down on the floor because it used to hurt me. 


DO you think that your acting career will eventually evolve into directing or 
producing? 


No. I don't intend to change, I've no desire to be a producer or director, 
because you need a special kind of personality to cope with all the 
ghastliness and getting things on and all the ordinary aggravations, and I'm 
just interested in being at the front, and diverting and amazing and 
disappointing and....going to the pub.... 


You look so much younger in person! 


I look so much younger in person??! It must be being in California. I have 
noticed, you know -- I think the Americans, and this is an innocent 
observation, I don't want to offend anybody -- MY GOD, I don't want to offend 
anybody!: I'm here on my own...! I mean, don't you think, actually, that 
suddenly, in magazines and on television, there's this desire for artificial 
immortality? I mean it's as if American men want to all be Dorian Gray. It 
seems so -- I'm philosophical about that. I feel they're often terrorized by 
people in magazines. As it turns out, of course, the immortality that 
they're offering us is what? It's uSually cosmetics. Do you think if those 
fellows had a cream that made them immortal they'd give it to US?? Not even 
for ready money:: They're liars and cheats and they're trying to mislead 

us: Yes? 


Do you research the characters you play? 


Well, if they're researchable -- Doctor Who wasn't researchable -- yes. I do 
try to do a bit. But you can overdo it and go into a state of overkill 
because finally the dilemma that's faced by an actor, you're finally 
disappointed if the script hasn't arrived, you say yes you'll do it, and then 
you start your preparation, and you bang through all the books, and then 
finally, of course, all films and plays are events which are under 
compression. And so in 90 minutes -- you may have done crucial work and it's 
not there in the script. And then of course you're terribly disappointed. 
You can still only play the emphases the scriptwriter selects. At whole, it 
amazes me most costume or period pieces are so badly done historically. But 
they usually get away with it because they're pretty or they've got some 
American fellow with a tan or some British fellow with a hump, or, in my 
case, someone with an acute thyroid condition. 


What was your favourite evil guy that you went against? 


I really have very conflicting feelings about it. I felt sorry for all of 
them. You see, when I read the scripts, I knew who would lose. And so 
sometimes it was very difficult for me to be ever angry. In fact, I don't 
think I ever was angry with them at all. I used to just shrug and tell them 
not to worry about it. 


How would you compare English fans with American fans? 
Oh, the difference between American fans and English fans is quite 


extraordinary. Americans -- probably here I'm talking out of turn -- and I 
was in New York a fortnight ago -- the Americans are very, very much more 
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demonstrative in every way. The British don't like to show their passions. 
Of course some people say cynically that's because they haven't got any. 


That's why they're hiding them. But the audiences here are much more 
demonstrative. 


What's your favourite medium of acting? 


I don't have any favourite medium of acting, I just have the idea of 
favourite parts, or rather the best parts that are going. But there's no 
doubt about it that acting on stage in a good piece, well directed, is 
incomparably more thrilling, because it's dangerous, and you actually can 


feel the response back. It's a shared experience. And there's nothing so 
nice as a shared experience! 


Is there a role you haven't played yet that you'd really like to? 


Well, yes there is, but you know I'm not very realistic -- I've always 
fancied Peter Pan, but that may be the result of looking at American 
magazines, and really that's even going further than your fellows, who all 
they want to do is play Dorian Gray! Yes? 


How exactly did you break your shoulder, and in what scene? 


I think it was the first fight scene, a fellow called Styre, I think. I 
broke my shoulder in that very first scene, and after that, I got very 
relaxed about playing stunts because I suddenly realised that it just didn't 
matter at all. Because in spite of my broken shoulder, they used a stunt 
double in the medium shots, and they just cut into me for the important 
stuff. Which turned out to be quite all right, and after that I really took 


things very easily. And so I used to faint in a very alien way, which was 
very gently. 


(Ye olde court reporter's tape ran out at this point. Fortunately, this was the 


last question, and the only thing missing from this tape is Tom saying goodbye for 
the moment and he'd see us later.) 
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SUNDAY, MAY 29, 1983 8:00 pm 


(These thunderous Standing ovations have become quite commonplace, but still Tom 
comes bounding onto the stage, laughing, extending his arms in communal embrace, 
and applauding the audience in return. Then he motions for quiet, and gets quiet.) 


TOM: 


Oh my dears, I cannot get enough of you! 


Last night, somebody asked me a question, and said, “What would you be if you 
weren't an actor?" And I remember being horrified. I was speechless at this 
thought. And last night, I thought about it. In bed. I tell you, I thought 
about it -- I had nothing else to do and I thought about this....appalling 
alternative of not being an actor. And then it suddenly occurred to me that 
really there isn't any fundamental difference between any group of people 
whether they're doctors, or accountants, or teachers, or actors, or 

whatever. No fundamental differences. But in the light of my experience in 
the last few days, it suddenly occurred to me that being an actor, or being a 
doctor or whatever -- the differences emerge, the emphases emerge, in 
different circumstances. I kept thinking to myself -- occasionally I go out 
to dinner, it happens even in London -- and there's some poor innocent chap 
there, who's an accountant. And someone says, "What do you do, George?" And 
he says, "I'm an accountant." And this fellow says, "That's absolutely 
fascinating, that you should be an accountant. I just bought this land 
outside San Francisco -- well it was about Six years ago actually -- and I 
paid about $60,000 for it. What do you think it would be worth...." 

BORING: Or some innocent doctor, some hard working, grafting doctor, and if 
they say "What do you do" and he says, "I'm a doctor," -- "It's funny you 
should say you're a doctor, that's absolutely amazing. Now, my wife's got a 
bad back -- she's the one you see coming up the yard carrying that 6-foot tree 
trunk -- she's had a bad back for the last several -- she's had a bad back 
Since she married me, actually..." OHH: BORING!: And then you have a 
teacher, innocently introduced —- "A teacher? That's absolutely most 
extraordinary you should be a teacher because, actually, my little boy is not 
Going too well in school, and some of his preparation on his homework is not 
very good. I wonder if actually you'd have a solution...." OHHH, BORING!!: 
Appallingly boring!:: Boredom is their enemy, and boredom is my enemy, and 
boredom is our enemy! Are we agreed? (YES?! 


And so we get round to the professional pleaser, the actor. And then I 
suddenly realised where the distinct advantage emerges. At the end of an 
event such as we've been going through the last few days, towards the end of 
a good convention, a happy time, the audience is able to demonstrate its 
appreciation both of each other, the audience, and of whoever's been provided 
to talk to them, as many people have been provided to talk to you, and I 
among them. And that's a good feeling, when that appreciation is expressed. 
It's really a very good feeling. Because what we have been sharing during 
the last few days, I'm not frightened to say -- what we have been sharing, 
actually, is LOVE. I have loved you, and you, and you....and you have loved 
me. And I'm ecstatically happy -- it's more than I can express to say thank 
you. 


However, it occured to me, while I was in bed thinking about this problem 
having nothing better to do, as I told you earlier, it suddenly struck me, 
well, yes, I think that what I've just said to you now is roughly true...it 
suddenly occurred to me, of course! That's right! But there should be much 
more of it! And I began to imagine a scene at dinner in an ordinary family, 
and say, assuming whoever's made the dinner -- probably still the mother of 
the house -- has prepared a very good dinner. At the end of dinner, it 
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struck me it'd be a real good laugh, in fact it'd be a great wheeze, if we 
start the custom of a tremendous round of applause! So that the mother then 
has to keep going back into the kitchen, bowing, and coming out and doing 
little curtseys, and everyone shouting, "More! More!" And I think that that 
could be extended to the father coming home on whatever payday is, and of 
course, there's the family out there really rooting for him. And I think 
that would be good, I think it really might change things a little bit. I 
think that good teachers should be applauded. I think that when children are 
successful in school and they come home, and they are successful, their 
attempts at success should be applauded by the rest of the family. Families 
should applaud each other. Teachers should be applauded, kind lovers, 
considerate lovers should applaud each other. I think that's true, don't 
you? And I think that therefore things would change. And so, when I go back 
to London, which will be very soon, and which will be rather sad for me, I'll 
go back -- and I'm an actor, not an accountant, or a doctor or a teacher nor 
a housewife -- and I'll go back, and someone will say to me, someone I'm 
acquainted with will say to me, "So, how was California, Tom?" -- They call 
me Tom over there -- "How was California?" And I'll say, ‘Well, California 
was fine, it's very beautiful. But the people there are AMAZING!:' I have 
been showered with kindness and affection, and dare I say it,-love. And 
that's true, absolutely true. I've felt it. They won't, of course, believe 
me...but that doesn't matter too much, because WE know that it's absolutely 
true. All right? So we have actually celebrated love, we have shared 
something, and I'm very grateful. 


And now I suppose we'd better get back to the real subject, which most of you 
are interested in, which is the subject of Doctor Who. 


I think that most of you here know enough about it without me outlining the 
main characteristics or the main intents of the programme. I think you 
really all do. We know about the alien-ness, the innocence, the lack of 
cupidity, we know the lack of violence in the Doctor's character, we know 
what the girl assistant is for, we know what the tin dog is for. Well, I 
think we do, anyway....and so, tonight really, I just wanted to say what I've 
already said, which is thank you. Very warmly....with love. And to ask for 
a last round of questions, if anyone has any questions of any nature. It 
doesn't have to be about tin dogs. I'm an expert on absolutely nothing, 
SO....-yeS? 


Does this mean the Doctor's getting over his amorphobia? 
His what? 


His fear of love! 


(laughs) That's a very good question! Has the Doctor got over his fear of 
love -- I fear this Doctor's been struck off the register! 


After all of this love that we've shared, why are you still wearing your 
security blanket? 


That's a very good question too, actually! I think it's really just habit. 
(Tom sheds the trenchcoat, flings it aside triumphantly, to wild applause!) 


Did you ever trip over your scarf? 
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Often, yes. Just as I frequently trip over myself, yes. But they always 
reshot the scenes when I tripped, unlike real life, when people actually do 
Seem to trip over things. Yes? 


What's your favourite colour? (Most of us groan, but Tom grins wickedly. 
Lets a long, dramatic pause develop.) 


BLACK:: (This could hardly be said in a more sinister or dramatic tone! It 
gets a delighted round of applause.) 


If you could change anything, what would you change? 


Well....I'd start small, you know, otherwise it would look immodest. I'd 
Start by changing the world. I really would, yes. I'd obliterate anxiety, I 
think, for a start. 


Where do you go from here in your career? 


I don't know, perhaps you do. Point me in the right direction. Los Angeles 
is certain. Possibly I'm doing a film for CBS and an Italian company on 
Christopher Columbus with American money. It's always American money. What 
would we do without the Americans! 


My perception of BBC television is that they have a much more limited budget, 
particularly in the realm of special effects. Did you find that to be an 
asset or a hindrance? 


Oh, a tremendous asset, really. Tremendous asset, yes. Anyone can spend 
hundreds of millions of pounds on budgets and finally, it just palls. It 
finally adds up to just being flashy. The real thing that's interesting 
about life and art is people. That's the only thing. All the rest is glossy 
trash. 


If you had the power to regenerate, who would you regenerate into? 


Um...I think, if you'll pardon my immodesty, I think I'd quite like to have 
been Francis of AsisSi. He got on terribly well with birds, and bees, and 
pulled off the odd miracle here and there. He was a gentle man, I think. 
I'd like to have been Francis of Asissi. 


Our local branch of the club is going to do a Doctor Who play, where I play 
my version of the Doctor. And I was wondering if you could give me some 
advice to a fledgling actor how to approach the role. What would you suggest? 


I'll give you some very good advice. The thing to do is not think about it 
at all. Just sail through it just looking amazed the whole time. 


Why did they change Lalla Ward over to Romana, and what was your reaction? 


What was my reaction?? I married her: I thought -- it was a gesture. I 
mean yes, I was feeling -- yes. 


One of the things that I really enjoyed about your portrayal of the Doctor 
was that amazed look that you always had. That was fantastic, and then the 
"Shhhh!" I wanted to ask, I was not familiar with why you are leaving. 


Well, it's a bit like life, really. I lost my nerve. I thought it was time 
to give someone else a chance, and me to be brave enough to try and move off, 


possibly into oblivion, or possibly into other work. I've been lucky so 
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far. I've been so lucky. And the reason I said 'Shhh!' all the time was 
that sometimes the scripts were so bad, I couldn't think of anything else: 
It works all the time -- shhhh! (we laugh) You knew the trick, anyway.... 


Have you ever considered doing any other science fiction roles? 


I've never been asked to do any other science fiction roles. I mean, I can't 
-- there's none that I know of that I'd even think about seriously doing. 
No. I mean, any of the ones that I'm aware of, in a series. If someone 
offered me something brand new, I might consider it, because I enjoy it, yes. 


What colour is your hair? 


What colour is my hair? Well, it's sort of -- well it used to be brown. 
It's now going greyish-brown, and looking like a bird's nest at the moment, 
isn't it. Yes? 


Are you going to do any more tapes like the Robert Louis Stevenson tape you 
did? 


I've already done one, yeah. I've just done one about Saving whales. Yes. 
How did you get started in acting? 


I explained that last night to those that were here....about five and a half 
Or six when I started. But it was much easier in thosSe days. There was a 
world war on. And if you had to be a child, there wasn't much else to do 
except act. Yes? 


What was your biggest mistake professionally? 


When I was in National Theatre, I was supposed to go on as the Sultan of 
Morrocco in The Merchant of Venice, with Laurence Olivier, and I had to say a 
line -- "By this scimitar that slew the Sophy" -- and I'd been talking to 
someone in the wings, and it was absolutely crucial, and I hadn't put my 
sword on. And the National Theatre was packed to capacity, and I stood 
there, and struck a pose, and I said, "By this scimitar, that slew the Sophy" 
-- (reaches for non-existent sword, gropes his hip, looks down in horror -- 
and of course we laugh!) That's what they did at the National Theatre! But 
not what Sir Laurence Olivier said to me afterwards. 


What did you like least about Doctor Who? 


This 1S embarrassing. What I didn't like the least is that I didn't have 
total control over the scripts! In which case, of course, YOU might not like 
it. But that was what I resented. I always felt I should have had more 


control. But that's, as I say, vanity. They put up with me as much as they 
could. 


Who is your favourite poet? 


Who is my favourite poet? Well -- that's a hard question, isn't it, because 
if you're thinking of -- it depends on which period you're thinking of. In 
the post-war, W. H. Auden, I think. In the twenties, in America, e.e. 
cummings I admire very much. In the post-war in America, Robert Lowell, and 
the English, there is of course Shakespeare par excellence, and then John 
Donne, who is the most mischievious of the metaphysical poets. And certainly 
the sexiest in his early period. Yes? 
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Have you ever turned down a role that you regretted later? 
Um......-mO. NO I haven't. I've been lucky. 
What do you think was Doctor Who's greatest enemy? 


His greatest enemy? Well, his greatest enemy -- because I mean, Doctor Who 
is sort of an allegory of a hero, so his great enemy was anything that was 
boring or dangerous or whatever it was. A bit like our enemies, really. 
Anything that was boring or evil. Yes? 


Douglas Adams was script editor for a season and he also wrote a few 
Stories. Did you enjoy working with him? 


Yes, he worked with me on one story, yes. I got to Know him quite well. I 
think he's a very clever writer. I've forgotten which episode -- it was 
about a parrot, a metal parrot (The Pirate Planet, shouts the audience, not 
exactly in chorous) What? fThat's right, yeah. The Pirates of Penzance. 
Anyway, but it was funny, I thought. I got on well with him. His humour is 
a bit too fast for me, actually. Because he did The Restaurant at the End of 


the Universe, and The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. But we got on very 
well together in the pub. They were good pieces, I thought. 


I really like your Royal Shakespearean accent, but I was wondering whether 
you could still say something for us in a Liverpool accent? 


You mean you think I've got a Royal Sheakespeare accent? I don't think 
that's true. I Suppose I could say something for you in a Liverpool accent 
if you want. What shall I sSay?....Suppose I were to Say, in a Liverpool 
accent, "It's Sunday tomorrow, and on Sunday that's a spiritual cross country 
run." People in Liverpool often say things like that. Well, in Liverpool 
they'd say, "It's Sunny tamara, anon Sunny it's a spirichal cross cunnery 
run." (Applause and laughter, of course.) Was there any difference? 


Which of those accents comes naturally to you? 


Well, I think probably if someone in the audience is from Liverpool, they'd 
probably say that's a very bad Liverpool accent! Because when people say 
where they come from, one doesn't always enlarge on it. When I say I was 
born in Liverpool, or when I was a child in Liverpool, I ommitted to tell you 
that I did leave Liverpool very early, in order to go -- well, first of all, 
I wanted to be a Saint. Then I realised I couldn't do that, I decided I'd 
become a martyr. So I went in the army. And then I was briefly in the 
merchant navy, which is how I came to be acquainted with the United States. 
And then I had this scholarship and became an actor. All that's a long time 
ago. 


Why is this the first convention you've ever attended? 


Well, it's not entirely true. It's the first convention I've ever 
deliberately attended right through. I once, in a drunken moment, the BBC 
were having a strike, and because the BBC are quick at organising things, 
jumped on an airplane and went to Los Angeles for a day. And I can't 
remember much about it except that it was very confused, and I was a bit 
scattered. So this is the very first one. The others I've never been free 
to do. I was invited last August, I believe, to Tulsa. But. 
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I just want to tell you that we love you more as the years go 
on..... (applause obscures the rest of this comment, but Tom heard it.) 


When I rattle on a bit about vitality and fun and ecstacy and impulses that I 
fell, I don't want to suggest to you that I in any way have actually grasped 
all the realities within the facets of my day. It's just a desperate feeling 
I have, at my age, that I am ALL that I have got. I'm really STUCK with me. 
And if I can't celebrate my existence, and share my existence and my good 
fortune, whether it's sharing it by champagne with my loving friends, or by 
my arms with my even more loving friends, or whatever it is, if I can't share 
that, then I'm absolutely nothing. I'm desperate for the moment. Absolutely 
for the moment. I think all the rest is so speculative, is it not? People 
say, "Pull yourself together," or "Be sensible," or "What's going to happen 
to you when you're old?" All that -- bah! NOW! 


In his 700 years, has Doctor Who had anything resembling a love life? 


I would have thought that the character as it has evolved over the years, of 
course, is the greatest lover of all, isn't it? Because actually, the 
character -- the romance of the character is that he embraces absolutely 
everybody. Which might be a bit of a personal sacrifice for him, and perhaps 
One other person, but no, I do believe there is an inherent romance in the 
character in his desire to protect and share, solve problems and alleviate 
anxieties. 


When you're walking down the streets in London, do people now frequently 
recognise you as Doctor Who? 


Yes they do: They do, yes. And it sometimes gets a bit wearisome, yeah. 
Because now, you know, the other man is in, and I -- it makes me feel very 
self-conscious. I don't go out on Saturday nights or Sunday nights because 
life gets a bit tiresome then. But Sunday lunchtime I go out. 


Could you quote a few lines of poetry for us? 


No, I don't think so. I would never DREAM of actually quoting a poem without 
actually rehearsing it very carefully for you. That would be unprofessional. 


Is there anything else you'd like to accomplish in your life? 


I would like the experiences I've had in the four days I've been here, 
coupled with at least a reasonable professional advancement, to continue in 
that way. I'm greedy for the vitality of life. I'm greedy for my health, 
and I'm greedy to share what goodies I have. Although I've often joked with 
you over the last few days about, say, money or status, I'm not seriously -- 
you must know, that's why you laugh when I say it -- I'm not greedy for 
that. But I am greedy for the celebration of existence. I'm greedy for the 
preservation of me and the ones I love. Yes? 


In the series when you were filming, did you get to improvise much? Or was 


it always straight by the script? Did they ever accept any sudden 
inspiration? 


It is very common, I think, with few exceptions -- depending on the writer, 
that's the exception -- but ordinary working writers are perfectly Willing, 
with interesting directors and actors, to allow the actors to improvise 
around -- so there was a certain amount of improvisation. But no 
improvisation on the takes. Some people have accused me of that, however 
that's unthinkable. 
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Why did you pick jellybabies to be your candy on the show? 


Well, I just thought it might make you laugh! That's all. It's a very 
Simple reason. 


Are there any American programmes that you like? 


Uhh........n0....I find, actually, the creation of the big popular American 
series, that's going in the United Kingdom just as well as they go here, such 
aS, Say.....I must be able to think of one.....they're in the papers all the 
time. What? Oh Dallas, yes. DALLAS!! -- absolutely packed and pullulating 
with repulsive (the rest of his description of Dallas is drowned out by 
audience laughter and applause). Dallas gives no picture of anything that 
would inspire anyone except a bonehead! 


How long did you get to rehearse each episode? 
Well, we never did it episode by episode. Of course -- that would be too 


Simple: We used to do about four or six scripts at a time, out of sequence, 
depending on the availablity of sets, or the availability of locations. So 


-- but it used to take forty-three weeks non-stop of -- it used to go five, 
Six, seven, four -- five days a week, six days a week, seven days a week, 
then a four day week, for 43 continuous weeks. But it was -- NO! It was 
larks. 


What made you start acting? 


Well, I suppose the desire to actually break the insufferable boredom of 
being in Liverpool in the war. I mean, I wanted to do something. I suppose 
just inadequacy. I said the other night, I was too nervous to steal. I was 
afraid I'd be caught. 


How did you feel about doing The Canterbury Tales? 

How did I feel about doing The Canterbury Tales! Well, terribly 
self-conscious, since I took all my clothes off! Carlo Pasolini persuaded me 
in the name of art. But I tell you this -- it did not advance my 


professional life, nor indeed, my private life: For years, I was a lonely 
old barfly! Until they took that film out of print, and then my stock rose. 


How did you like working in Paris on the City of Death episode? 

Well, I just liked being in Paris, actually. It's an exciting place to be. 
The French are rude, and think that they're the centre of the universe, and 
of course they hate the British, and the British historically hate the 
French. So altogether you can have a wonderful time in Paris. One more 
question. 


Could you tell me about ginger pop, whether that was your idea? 


No. I didn't have any -- did I drink ginger pop? I must have been under the 
influence of someone. 


Did you know the Beatles? 


No, I was too old to have known the Beatles. But I -- no, I didn't. 
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Do you think your life might have been different if you had not grown up in 
England where there are public-supported arts? 


I think that the advantage for performers in England is in many ways, 
certainly as far as actors go, is very much easier than it is in America. 
There is simply more possibility of acting and failing, and going slower, and 
not that hideous centralisation you have here in the theatre which is so 
utterly ruthless. Sooo.......(Tom sees a little boy with a question.) Yes? 


Do you really travel in a London police box? 


Well.....would you like me to travel in a London police box?......Yes, I 


ALWAYS travel in a London police box! (This gets warm smiles and grins and 


laughter and applause from the whole audience.) 


Ladies and gentlemen, I was actually coming on a bit strong at the beginnning 
when I said that I can't get enough of you. But I meant it, you see, though 
now I suddenly realise that I have to contradict what I said, and say that 
I've simply got to go. But that doesn't mean I've had enough of you. But it 
does mean that I've enjoyed myself very much and I've very grateful to you 
all. Good night! 
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(applause applause applause applause) 


TOM: 


I've been in California for five days. And on Thursday, I thought it was 
really nice....on Friday, I was rather impressed. On Saturday, I was even 
more impressed. And on Sunday, yesterday, I discovered it began to impinge 
upon me. And today, I think it's heaven! 


And that's only after five days. But suddenly, just as I discover I'm in 
heaven, I discover that I have to go. And that is a matter of regret. And 
this morning, I was thinking. As I'm in heaven, I began to wonder about 
these things. I thought, if I lived in California -- heaven -- I wonder, 
would I actually after a while, begin to take it for granted? And -- surely 
I wouldn't. Tell me I wouldn't. You see, one of the sad things is that 
there are demons in our heads that work very hard to reduce our capacity to 
be surprised. These demons have to be resisted very, very hard. Because 
anything that reduces our capacity to be surprised, let alone amazed, 
actually reduces our capacity to live. It's a form of death, really. And 
these demons, they work so slyly, so stealthily, that we just don't notice. 
Even wise, smart people don't notice. And then suddenly -- catastrophe: And 
we are taking heaven for granted. And worse than that, we're taking each 
other for granted. And that way lies disaster...: 


Now. The capacity to be surprised was one of the nicest qualities of the 
character of Doctor Who that I uSed to play. And it was one of the qualities 
that drew me to the part. He's innocent, ungreedy, unviolent, has good 
manners most of the time, I think -- you understand I'm talking about the 
character. He adores adventure. I agree with that. And he's about 700 
years old, which is one of the principal reasons I got the part. I mean, 
he's a very vital 700-year-old....and he cracks around the universe in a 
TARDIS, which has the quality of transcendental dimensionalism -- that is, 
it's bigger on the inside than on the outside. He has two hearts and a sonic 
screwdriver, which gives him a certain advantage. He has a tin dog called 
K-9. NO one knows whether he has a license for it or not. He has a girl 
companion who helps him out and he adores adventure. He and his tin dog 


together. And I'm reminded on the subject of tin dogs -- my mind works in 
this sudden way --. I'm suddenly reminded, because I was on the subject 
earlier of being surprised -- I'm suddenly reminded of one dreary day in 


London, where the weather isn't like California. I was standing at a bus 
stop, out of work, rock tired, and in a line of about forty people, all of 
whom seemed to be punched out. It was about November, I think, about five 
o'clock in the afternoon and beginning to get dark. And as we were standing 
there, all of course in absolute silence since we hadn't been introduced -- 
it's absolutely unthinkable to speak to someone at the bus stop. It's a 
terrible risk there, they might call the police. And we're all standing 
there, feeling very desperate I imagine, that was the ambience. And 
suddenly, out of a sort of fence, through a fence came a dog. A real dog. 
And it scampered around the queue and it suddenly settled on one man. It 
scampered around the queue about twice (demonstrates a dog scampering around 
a queue with various hand movements and sound effects) and it stopped. And 
it looked at that one man, and put its head on one side, and went (pant pant 
pant). And it looked at the man, and suddenly the man was the centre of 
attention. And the dog then -- the man was sort of shaken, because of course 
he hadn't been introduced to the dog -- and the dog then went off again 
(circling the queue gestures and sound effects encore!) that's once around 
the queue, and slid to a halt. Same man! Looked up at him, pant pant pant, 
head on one side, full of expectation. The man by this time was 
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embarrassed. So he turned away, like that. And the dog repeated this, you 
see. And by this time, I began to giggle. I also have to admit to you that 
I felt very resentful. I thought, why did it pick on him? And not me? I'm 
just as important as he is, and I wouldn't be so shy. But it didn't pick on 
me, I was ignored. So on about his fourth round, by this time I was giggling 
and a few other people, a woman actually smiled -- but I think she may have 
been slightly unstable. So the fourth or fifth turn round, the man by this 
time is acutely embarrassed. And as the dog stopped near him, there he was 
with his nasty little briefcase, and as the dog stopped, he went (kicks out 
his foot). And he caught the dog on the lip with his shoe, boom, and the dog 
yelped, AH! -- I think he went like that, AH! And he jumped off the pavement 
into the street. And as he jumped into the street, a truck came round. And 
this truck ROARED down at him. I was actually horror-struck at what 
happened. And when the truck had passed, which seemed to take a long time, I 
was so horrified -— but the truck passed. And when the truck passed, there 
was the dog! It had passed between the wheels! And it was looking round 
like this, you see, and it looked terribly relieved. But what did that dog 
do? It changed my life....this dog -- truck ran over it, and it's still 
alive. "That chap kicked me in the lip." He hopped straight back to him, 
and he went, pant pant pant pant! As if to say, "You really didn't mean 
that, did you?" 


Suddenly I saw, you know, a dog actually giving me a lesson. The dog gave me 
a lesson in forgiveness. And I thought to myself suddenly, that's just like 
my life as an actor. I run around to auditions, go pant pant pant, put my 
head on one side, and sometimes someone giggles, and then I do it again and 
again, and then they say, "Don't call us, we'll call you," and that's a kick 
in the lip. And a truck goes over you. And the next day, you have to start 
again. And again and again. I don't mean that there's anything special 
about actors. We all have to do that. And the moral to this rather long 
story that I'm telling you is that it really changed my attitude towards work 
and towards actually being abused, or the reason why I've been abused. And 
that dog's optimism was a symbol to me of what I should aim at, and be 
absolutely optimistic. And I don't care if someone here suddenly comes up 
and kicks me in the lip...I mean I'd yelp, but I'd go, pant pant pant, and 
put my head on one side, and forgive -- her. (laughter and applause) 


So Doctor Who, ricocheting around the universe, often gets kicked in the 
lip. But he never, as you noticed, ever makes any suppositions or 
presumptions. So that when he comes out of the TARDIS, Aand there is a King 
Kong standing there, and the writers say, "Tom looks terrified" -- they call 
me Tom over there -- "Tom looks terrified," I used to have fights with them, 
and say, ‘Why do I look terrified?' He'd say, "That's terrifying." And I'd 
Say, 'But I'm an alien, and I'm 700 years old, and I'm innocent, and I have 
the capacity to be surprised.' So they'd say, "Oh, you please yourself, 
Tom." They used to give up rather easy if you asked them. And so I'd stamp 
my foot and snit. But when it came to the scene, I would walk out of the 
TARDIS and there is this huge King Kong standing there, this monster, I'd.go 
up to him and say, ‘Hello...' And the monster goes (Tom brings down his fist 
with appropriate sound effects, to great laughter) and I fall down. Acting 


unconscious. But when I recover, I'd say to Sarah Jane, ‘We'll have to watch 
out for him.' 


But we have to give each other a chance. We all need chances. Now. Ask me 
some questions about Doctor Who. 


After these four days, I'd just like to say that I like Tom Baker more than I 
like Doctor Who! (motion carries unanimously!) 
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For those of you in the back, the lady here says that she likes me more than 
She likes Doctor Who! I'm going to take my coat off! (RESOUNDING APPLAUSE!) 


What is your favourite pub? 


God, that's absolutely impossible to answer! There are scores of them. Some 
days one's my favourite, and some days others are my favourite. It's a bit 
like life, really, isn't it. 


What did you do to keep Doctor Who fresh and popular? 
(A baby begins crying in the front row.) 


The problem is, that of course the character of -- Doctor Who -- darling, 
don't take the baby out, that's not necessary, I don't mind: The character 
Of Doctor Who is not an acting part. For those of you who are actually 
interested in observing when a part's an acting part or not, it's not an 
acting part in the sense that it never develops. The character is utterly 
predictable. One knows which side he'll come down on, he's a moral hero, and 
he comes down on the side of good all the time. He's utterly predictable in 
that way. And the fun of doing this, because obviously I spotted that as 
soon as I looked at a few scripts -- the fun of doing it was how to be 
inventive within the utter predictability. In that way it's exactly like 
life. That's the problem of actually getting through the days, isn't it, is 
how do we get inventive throughout the humdrum, paralyzing boredom of most of 
our days. I mean, it's some kind of a kick for me, but it's a 
responsibility. I think about it all the time. I wake up in the morning, 
and I think, ‘'Wow!' I check my pulse -- never with my thumb, of course -- 
and I look in the Times, and if I'm not in the obituary column, I spring out 
of bed, and I'm all set for the day. Even if I have to bluff my way through 
the day. By that of course I'm talking about bluffing myself through the 
day. But I always try not to be put down by anything. 


I'd like to know how much ad libbing there was during the filming. 


During the filming? Oh no, I didn't at all during filming or during the 
taping of it. There was lots of ad libbing during rehearsals. I mean we'd 
often improvise in rehearsals, but it had to be fixed. Most ad libbing in a 
structured script spoils it. If you thought there was ad libbing going on, 
I'm very grateful. I'm very touched. 


What are you working on now? 


Well, I'm thinking about doing Christopher Columbus for American television. 
But then, an anxiety suddenly occurs to me that when I consider the quality 
of most American television, I may turn it down. On the other hand, if they 
want me badly enough, they might let me tamper with the script! 


Who was your favourite monster? 

I think I quite liked the brain in The Brain of Morbius. I quite liked it 
that he let it fall on the floor. And the villain, whoever was playing the 
villain, I've forgotten his name -- when he dropped the brain, which was in a 


glass jar, there was a marvelous line, which I hope I wrote. But he said, 
"I'm sorry, Morbius." 


What was your favourite episode? 
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I think in a gruesome way, my favourite episode was when I fell off that 
gantry. Because I had made the decision to go. The relief I felt, you know, 
seeing it through and then scuttling out of the studio to hide my tears. So 
that's my favourite in a gruesome way. 


What would you do if a crowd of people attacked you? 


This lady just asked me a very penetrating question! She said what would I 
do if a crowd of people attacked me! Well -- I'd just embrace them all: 


Two weeks ago I was at the Imperial War Museum, where they have guns bigger 
than this room, really terrifying. And every time I went past, even on the 
bus or in a taxicab, I always put my hands up. But immense naval guns. And 
when I started to look at all the rockets and things, and aeroplanes, all 
this machinery of war, and finally I got up to the nitty gritty, where they 
have bayonets, machetes, and curiously enough, I was more frightened of the 
machetes and the daggers and the bayonets than I was of the rockets. And I 
thought to myself, it's all right, war at a distance, when you're bombing the 
enemy, it appears to be all right. It's impersonal. But I thought to 
myself, what would I do if suddenly, if I would happen to be in the army -- I 
was in the army once. I was a spectacular failure in the army. And I 
wondered what I'd do if there I was, peering around like this, you see...in 
my imagination, it's all dark, and the cicadas have got their knees going 
together, the way that cicadas do in American movies....and suddenly I hear 
-click!- And I look round, and there, a few feet away, is another man, maybe 
with a beard, cause he's going to be the villain, he's the enemy, so he'd 
have a beard, and he had a gun with a bayonet on it. And I think, suddenly 
this is getting very personal! And then he goes -- (points bayonet) --like 
that, and so naturally, I would back up like that, and then I point to me, 
and then he goes, (nods), and then I know I've got to do something. And 
suddenly I think that my heroism would desert me, and what I would do is a 
sort of little dance, as if I were a beggar in Instanbul, or somewhere, in 
desperate hope that he might go away. And I'd sort of whistle, and dance, 
and hope that somehow that he'd go away. Of course he wouldn't, but perhaps 
if I turn my back he might do it very quickly and then I wouldn't feel hurt 
too much as he sent me hurtling into eternity. Yes? 


Wasn't there a Doctor Who episode that never got shown? 


There was a whole six-parter in which they completed all the filming, which 
didn't get shown. And I believe they've stolen some of that, or -- stolen! 
-- APPROPRIATED some of that to go into the special which comes out this fall 


How did you find yourself playing the part of Doctor Who? 


How did I get it? Oh, just an accident. It was free, and I'd done two films 
which were on in London, and they were scrambling around trying to cast it, 
and my name came up, and they went to see the two films, and I was shovelling 
cement on a building site, and they said, "Would you like to play Doctor Who, 
Or would you like to think about it, at least?" And I did think about it, 
for nearly four seconds before I said yes. 


What's your favourite dish? 


What's my favourite what? Dish? Food? Food! Um........cucumber? I quite 
like cucumber sandwiches, yes. Very thin. 


Were you familiar with Doctor Who before you got the part? 
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Well, you know, I sometimes looked at it in passing. I saw it a few times. 
And I actually, quite honestly, thought that it would be a good part to 
play. It never entered my head that it would turn up. But no, I wasn't 
familiar with it. No more am I deeply familiar now, after all this time, 


with Science fiction. I'm more familiar with science fantasy I'm very 
familiar with fantasy! 


Did you have any control of the scripts? 


Control of the script! An actor with control of the Script!! Of course I 
did. But they didn't know it. I'm very stealthily subversive when I want 


something badly. You'll have to take my word for it, because we haven't got 
time to demonstrate that. 


What was you favourite character on the show? 


I think my favourite one, because, well, I beat them all, as you know -- it's 
inescapable, I just had to -- I think, was Davros. I thought he was well 
realised. It was a particular pleasure putting him down. 


What other films have you done lately? 


What other films? Well, on film for television I've done a thriller for 
Thames Television, which will soon come over here. It's simply appalling. 


‘Apparently, I have to be seen to be disbelieved. I'm playing some sort of 


demented geneticist, in fact apparently I played him like an epileptic 
deacon, you know, or a whirling dervish. It got out of hand. Bad script, 
though! 


DO you generally follow science fiction? 


You mean the current ones? On television, no, I went to some of the films, 
yes. Fine. They're tolerable. I mean, well, I've never been able to sit 
through Close Encounters of the Third Kind without falling into the trap 
there. But that was very skillfully done, yes. It was okay. E.T., I liked 
that very much, because I thought E.T. was terribly bright. He rumbled this 
planet, and very quick, didn't he! Two and a half hours he was here, and he 
wanted to go home! And I don't blame him. 


Why did you leave Doctor Who? 


Well, I got tired. Enough is enough, and also, I was beginning to feel a bit 
of a coward. As an actor, one has to jump up and take chances. You know, 
you can only succeed in direct proportion to the risks you take. One has to 
take a chance at failing utterly if you're going to succeed splendidly. And 
I've failed utterly. No, I haven't....I've succeeded -- no, I haven't -- 
I've failed splendidly! 


How long did it take before you were recognised as Doctor Who? 


I was astounded. Actually, I had had an experience before with television. 
Many years ago, when I was in America, I went on Johnny Carson's show, which 
amazes me is still going! But it is, and I went on his show, you know, to 
Swap a few yarns, and I woke up the next morning in New York, and I was 
famous. For about a week. That was the real first-hand experience I had at 
the potency of television. But when I went to work at the BBC on Doctor Who, 
it took just thirty minutes of the first show. And then, an hour later, I'm 
walking down the street, and kids who were out had watched Doctor Who and had 
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their tea and everything came spinning around at me. In about three weeks it 
was bedlam. It was just heaven, really! I can't tell you how boring Tom 
Baker's life was before he met Doctor Who: 


Which of the girls was your favourite? 
Well, come on, I'm a big-hearted man. There were only five of them: 
How come there wasn't any romance on the show? 


Because, if one actually entered into what I think you mean by romance on the 
show, it would actually subvert the alien quality of the character. I mean 
that whole bubble would have been shattered with one blow. I think. It was 
considered children's television. 


I was thinking simply of holding hands.... 


Well, occasionally, I used to hold hands with someone, I think. I remember 
holding hands with Davros, I think. 


Do you think you'll do any more recorded readings of the classics? 


If I'm invited, I'll make recorded readings of the classics. You run into 
problems there where you get very opinionated producers and recordists who 
think they're very good at editing. The problem of actually turning out a 
book into a recording is actually in the skill of the editing. And that 
requires rather more work than sometimes I'm offered, they often offer me 
very coarse adaptations of things which upset me. I did one. Two. Three: 
Four!! 


I know you did Hedda Gabler on stage -- 


I did not do Hedda Gabler. I wanted to do Hedda Gabler, and then I wanted to 
strangle Hedda Gabler, but actually you're quite wrong, I played Judge Brack. 


Yes I know, but you were in that. Do you like working on the stage? 


Oh yes: It's great on the stage: Yes. Terrific, because it's so dangerous, 
isn't it? I mean, you go on stage with someone like Susannah York, and 
you're really got to tread very, very carefully! 


What do you think about ladies who lie about their age? 


What do you think about men who lie about their age? I don't think that 
that's a very important thing, generally. It's --— I think sometimes it can 
be quite witty. As Oscar Wilde said , "Most of the most glamourous women in 
London have been 39 for years." I don't think it really matters. We were 
talking last night about -- near that subject, of people tellings lies about 
that. I can't think why that is, that even among very young people, they 
feel they're over the top at a certain period in their teens, whether they 
become 21 or 30 or 40 or whatever it is. I just find that quite mysterious, 
really. But then I said the other day, America is absolutely full of 
insipient Dorian Grays! They want to be young forever. Ha ha! You should 
have seen the state of two joggers I saw this morning. It was absolute 
heaven to see how repulsive and ugly and ill they looked! I thought to 
myself, what a numbingly boring thing to do! There he was, this man of a 
certain age, with a charming looking lady, and I thought to myself, the 
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difference between him and me -- one of us is wrong, actually -- but I'd like 
to think that if I have been with that lady, or that lady had been with me, I 
mean voluntarily, I wouldn't have been out jogging with her! 


Q: What did you do before you became an actor? 


TOM: God -- He was. one of my interesting jobs, yes! I had a terrible 
misunderstanding. In my youth, I wanted to be a Saint. And I ran into the 
arms of the conventional God, and he crushed me. And six years later, I ran 
out of his monastery in pieces. I've been trying to recover ever since. 


QO: Was it your idea how you got killed in the series? 


TOM: No it wasn't. I thought it was rather a dreary death, actually. I think 
death scenes should be intensely interesting. 


Q: Who designed your costume? 


TOM: The costume that I had was -- in the later episodes, it eventually got more 
and more operatic, because it became purple and the scarf got bigger and 
bigger and longer. I quite liked that. It was just an accident, the 
designer and I had played around at various costume shops, we call them 
masquerade shops. And finally it evolved into the scarf, which was the 
Sweetest accident of all. Once we decided on the colour scheme, or he did, 
we bought the wool and gave it to a woman who'd never worked with the BBC 
before, and consequently was terribly excited. And when we went back three 
days later to pick up the scarf, she's knitted up all the wool. And we'd 
bought too much of it and it was twenty feet long! 


QO: Do you have a middle name? 


TOM: Do I have a middle name? I think so, yes. I remember asking my mother if I 
had a middle name. My middle name is Stuart. 


Q: What happened to your plans about a feature film about Doctor Who? 


TOM: Well, my plans there came to nothing, that was the answer. But I wrote a 
script in collaboration with another actor called Ian Marter, who was a 
friend of mine at that time. And we had a witty idea, which we discovered 
also didn't work, which was, I wanted to produce a film -- not to direct it, 
but to produce it and act in it with Ian and a few other people, in which -- 
but I wanted to make some sort of history. I'm desperate to do something 
splendid, as you know. And I suddenly thought, ‘Wouldn't it be nice if all 
the fans in the United Kingdom’ -- not all of them, I think I worked it out 
to about 300,000 of them -- ‘actually became the shareholders in the film?' 
And we levied the money straight from the fans, so that for the equivalent of 
say, ten dollars, 300,000 fans got the shareholder's ticket, we'd have the 
money straightaway, made the film, and the fans, the shareholders, came 
wherever they were, free, as the honoured guests of each premiere theatre. I 
thought that was a terribly witty idea. I'm so glad you agree. There was 
one blight on it, actually. Apparently, British law would not do that. 


QO: What are your favourite movies or TV shows? 


TOM: I don't know, I'm not really much interested in what goes on on television, 
you know? I really am not. I don't let it impinge on my life. I can't be 
doing with most of the guff that passes for entertainment on television, 
whether it's British or American. And I refuse to believe that what 
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masquerades as American situations or American people are really truly 
portrayed in what passes in, say, Dallas. I tell you one thing, though. If 
you consider really appalling programmes like Dallas or Dynasty or Kojak, 
really appalling -- you see there's good in everything if you look for 1t. 
Because you needn't go out jogging to keep fit. You just watch Dallas and 
your skin creeps. So while I know it's not good for the brain, it's quite 
good for the skin texture! That's all I can say about it. 


How did you feel about the scarf after you had your accident? 


You mean when I broke my shoulder? I didn't bear it any grudge at all. I 
wanted them to keep in the falls that inevitably happened, but they used to 
make me take them again. Do retakes, I mean. 


Is Doctor Who playing in any foreign countries? 


Doctor Who is playing in 28 countries. You're looking at a man who's a big 
star in Abu Dabi. 


Do you have any regrets about leaving Doctor Who now that it's so popular in 
Amer ica? 


Ahhhh, no! That really would be treacherous. That's a good question. The 
man asked have I any regrets about leaving now that it's become popular in 
the States. No. That really would be -- that would be cowardly. I know I'm 
cowardly, but I'm not THAT cowardly. No. I left it, I had a wonderful time 
doing it, and I'm having a wonderful time here looking at you and listening 
to you. 


Who is your favourite actor? 


My favourite actor when I was young -- he's a British actor -- I suppose, I 
think, Ralph Richardson when I was -- well, he's still one of my favourite 
actors. It's hard to pick a favourite actor. I tell you what, yes. I used 
to admire very much Sidney Greenstreet. Sidney Greenstreet in some ways is 
my idol, because I don't think he really made his major break in movies until 
he was 61 in The Maltese Falcon. When Humphrey Bogart kept insulting him -- 
you remember, don't you, the lady who lies about her age: And every time 
that Humphrey Bogart insulted him, Sidney Greenstreet would say, "Heh, heh, 
heh..." I like a man who knows his own mind. He was a terrific actor. 


What role did you play in Canterbury Tales? 


I played the man, the innocent man with a beard, who married a rich widow. 


And she bit me on the nose. And somehow or other, Carlo Pasolini -- [I 
couldn't work up the sequence of this -- suddenly one day she bit me on the 
nose -- actually though, I can't really tell you this story now, but -- she 
bit me on the nose, and the next day, for some reason, Pasolini -- I'm 


terribly impressionable, you know, and I had seen the other films....and he 
persuaded me to take all my clothes off! In the lunch hour. Yes. That film 
was a failure. It really was a failure. 


As of now, what is your religious view? 
Oh, darling, don't ask me a hard question like that. As of now what are my 


religious views...I told you the other night. I'm obsessed with love, I told 
you that. That's my religion. Love is my religion. Yes? 
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What have you seen of San Francisco, and what did you think of it? 


Well...I've only had about two minutes to myself, and I walked down a hill. 
And if I'd had my socks and toothbrush with me, I actually would have check 
into another hotel, because I couldn't get back up the hill! you noticed i 
San Francisco, or many of you, that there are lots Of people on the side 
Streets. And none on the hills. I think it must be exhausting! It's very 
difficult to look graceful in San Francisco walking at an angle of 45 
degrees, no matter how pretty you are. 


Do you have a pet? 


I don't have a pet, because I sort of racket around a bit. But I actually 
had two cats. I'm very fond of cats, actually. I wouldn't mind being a 
cat. A great, big, cat! 


(mostly inaudible question about Sherlock Holmes) 


I did play Sherlock Holmes. Yes. It's going to come to America and you'll 
be horrified at my impression of Sherlock Holmes. I absolutely hated 
Sherlock Holmes! I absolutely loathed him! Terrific stuff to read, but onc 
you get into Holmes' character, oh no, intolerable! Full of demons and 73 
solution of cocaine, a half pound of black shag tobacco a day. Oh no, 
terrible. Rude! No capacity to be happy at all, Holmes. No restfulness in 
him at all, and no possibility of it. But good to read. 






Do you have any long term commitments for a play in London? 


I have no long term commitments to plays of any kind. Nor would I be 
interested in any very long term commitments. In fact, while I was being 
rather frivolous about this script for Christopher Columbus, I think that the 
major consideration would be the length of the shooting. Because if it's an 
eight-hour film for television, which might take, I don't know, maybe eight 
Or nine months -- I don't like long commitments. 


Do you still eat jellybabies? 
No I don't eat jellybabies! I broke that habit. 


Was that your hairstyle before you became the Doctor, or was that for the 
Doctor? 


No, it just sort of happened. I mean, there's no particular, you know, 
design on it. I just never, or very rarely, cut my hair. I mean just some 
of it trimmed a bit. I never wore makeup, in spite of the producer saying, 
"Darling, you're looking rattled." I used to answer quite bitterly, ‘But 
darling, I AM rattled!' And there I am. I don't care about that very much. 


Some of the characters in Doctor Who were confined to automated chairs. Were 
any of the actors physically handicapped? 


No, although that would be quite a reasonable thing to examine, really. But 
I think that, because of the conditions under which they would work, 


handicapped people would find it extremely uncomfortable, in the lights, the 
retakes, and endless waiting and everything like that. But that's a nice 
consideration. That's a very generous consideration, and a witty one, I 


think. 
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QO: Excuse me..... (tiny voice) 


TOM: Who said excuse me? (sees source of tiny voice -- a little girl.) Oh, 
darling: Yes? 


0: Whereabouts is K-9's doghouse? 


TOM: Whereabouts is K-9's doghouse? You mean his kennel? Well.....where do you 
think it 18s? 


A: I think it's right in the middle......of a tree.... 


TOM: YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT!! You're very clever. (another round of applause 
' for being so good with kids:) 


Ladies and gentlemen.......i'm happy to be here. And now it's time to tear 
myself away, although I'll be around for the rest of the afternoon. I've 
some sort of official luncheon or something. I'm extremely grateful for your 
kindness to me. And I've enjoyed myself -- and I shall miss you. Thank you 
very much. 


The lunch that Tom mentioned was a gathering of sixty people. One of the purposes 
of the lunch was to present Tom with the Saturn Award for Life Achievement from the 
Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Films. My apologies to them for not 
having taped the introduction....but suffice it to say that Tom was credited not 
only with delighting his fans through a variety of different roles, but also with 
contributing to the success of the T-shirt, poster, and yarn industries: During 
the course of the luncheon Tom had been given a bottle of champagne, and had 
skipped the head table entirely in favor of spending time with the fans at various 
tables. So when he was introduced, he picked up his glass and shuffled back to the 
head table, to one more standing ovation. 


TOM: 


I'm sorry about the effect I've had on the T-shirt industry....and as for mistakes 
I've made I think they're best forgotten, and I've recouped them actually by this 
marvelous stroke of accidental wisdom of actually taking up the invitation of 


Barbara Elder and her associates to come and meet you in San Francisco, or wherever 
we are...I can't tell you. 


When I first started out as an actor, the first two things I did, being sensible, 
was to of course practice my autograph. You see, in those days, one wrote 
"Cordially yours." Does anybody in here remember that? "Cordially yours, Jake 
Bromberg." And I practiced this for abut 18 months, and in fact I won the gold 
medal at drama school for the autograph class. And then I discovered, actually, 
that there was someone called Jake Bromberg, and I had to change my name to Tom 
Baker. Which was a lamentable mistake of judgment, because my name IS Tom Baker, 
and I could have started out as Tom Baker anyway. 


The other thing I naturally prepared after I practiced my autograph was an Oscar 
speech. And I really couldn't bear -- when I see the Oscars, I find them 

absolutely hot-making, as people stand up hypocritically, thanking all sorts of 
people that they don't really care about, and saying how they couldn't possibly 
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have done it without them. And by that they're pandering to directors, or 
designers, or producers -- you know, all those dreadful people who might employ 
you, and to which one is a slave. And who kick you in the lip, as I referred to 
earlier. And so I thought I'd say something quite different. Because when I get 


my Oscar, I'll simply stand up there, and I'll cut them all dead and say, "Ladies 
and gentlemen, I am very pleased with myself." 


Alas, it's never quite like that, is it! I didn't get an Oscar. So I come here 
today, or really this afternoon, to have this encounter with you, and I'm quite 
pleased to have this sort of pretty prize, it's nice to receive presents and awards 
and be acknowledged. But I can't atually stand here and say, "Ladies and 
gentlemen, I am very pleased with myself." I can't because that wouldn't be true. 
Because I've had the most extraordinary four or five days, among people who don't 
Know Tom Baker, but have responded kindly and affectionately and lovingly to me. 
And I'm feeling right now, after California champagne -- not that it needed 
California champagne, but it helped to break down the inhibitions I have -- I'm 
feeling extremely loving and grateful to you. And so I can't say my Oscar speech. 
All I can say is that I really cannot express the happiness of the last few days 
that I have experienced among ostensible strangers who've now become, swiftly, 
loving friends. And I'm genuinely grateful to you for an enormous event in my 
life. Because it's not true that in a few days' time I'll be relating in Chelsea 
that I met some Americans, or California was pretty, or that people were kind to 
me. It is very important to me. And if you can't believe how important it is to 
me, then I have failed you over the past five days. Ladies and gentlemen, I am 
here to celebrate just being with you. And I'm not pleased with myself -- I am 
delighted with all of us. And with this event that has taken place over the last 
few days, that we have shared together. I'm just so HAPPY, and I don't care how 
that sounds on this ridiculous microphone, or how it shows in that preposterous 
camera. I don't care about that. I am ecstatically happy to be here with you 
today, and I'm ecstatically happy to have had the past five days...and 
indescribably grateful. Thank you so much. 
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